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The End of An Era: Bill
Blackshear Retires----- by Barry A. Me Intosh
Challenger General
Manager
ST. PFTERSBURG-William "Bill" Blackshear,
one of the cornerstones
upon which The Weekly
Challenger -, was built,
retired on January 31,
2002. His departure repre
sents the end of an era.
From Army veteran to
GE Plant Weapons special
ist, from history-making
public official to ground
breaking trailblazer and
salesperson
"extraordi
naire" of your AfricanAmerican newspaper, Mr.
Blackshear filled a tremen
dous void while living a
public life to its fullest.
His story begins in
Marianna, Florida on June
1,1935. Bill was born to
William Sr. and Julia
Blackshear. In 1947, the
Blackshear family moved
to Safety Harbor. After
High School, he served in
the Armed forces for six
years. In the meantime,
Bill married. He and wife,
Betty, started a family
blessed with five-children. .

Returning to Safety
Harbor,
Blackshear
worked for General Electric’s Pinellas Peninsula
Plant, in advanced produc
tion on the Atomic Energy
Commission contract. He
then lent his talents and
commitment to public ser
vice, first serving as Pres
ident of the Lincoln
Nursery Association, then
President, of the Lincoln
School PTA, and Chair
man of the Lincoln High
land • Home Improvement
Committee.
In 1964, then 29-yearold Blackshear achieved a
stunning political victory
for that period of Seg
regation: He defeated three
white candidates for a
Safety Harbor city com
mission seat. The day after
the election, a St. Peters 
burg Times article headline
read, "Negro Wins City
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Bill Blackshear
teamed up with Cleveland
Johnson Jr. to start The
Weekly Challenger. It was
the beginning of a partner
ship that would last 34
; years. In its heyday during
the mid 80s, The Chai lenger would run 32 pages,
with eight pages of color,
according to Blackshear.
He and Johnson fully ac
complished what M.C.
Fountain started a few
Museum. In typical Black
years earlier, creating an
shear style, he was quoted advertising-supported
at the time as saying about news vehicle for the Afri
his victory, "I don’t feel I can-American communi
have won a victory over ties of Tampa Bay.
In early 1968, the
anyone. I have been placed
Service
in a position of dignity and Community
respect by the citizens and Foundation, the organiza
I will-try faithfully to tion that financed the
measure up to the dignity newspaper, ended its assoand trust of this position."
Blackshear
In 1967, Blackshear continued on pg. 6
Election." Blackshear was
the first African-American
to run for office in Safety
Harbor, and in Pinellas
County.
He also was the first
Black person elected to
public office in Florida,
since the end of Recon
struction in 1877, accord
ing to research by Gloria
Gilghrest for the Pinellas
County African History

L to R: Lonnie Donaldson, Allene Gammage, Richard Muhammad, Bill
Blackshear, Harrison Nash, Ms. Ann, Mary Peterson, “Pop” Lancaster

And The Winners Are....,
bv Barry A. Me Intosh
Challenger General
Manager
ST. PETERSBURG—
Outstanding educators in
Pinellas County were the
stars last Thursday in front
of teachers and their fami
lies, business leaders, and
the media during the
Pinellas County Education
Foundation’s gala recep
tion and awards program.
The foundation, a non
profit organization, cele
brated the crowning of the
county’s
outstanding
teachers at the Tropicana
Field dinner event where
soft lighting and tasteful
decorations provided a
pleasant and receptive set
ting for the 550 guests.
The finalists proudly
accepted their awards in
five different categories.
Before the winners were
announced, the audience
saw video clips of the
teachers in action.
The Outstanding Edu cator award went to Jane
Charlahd, who also won
thg award for Creativity
And Innovation. Chariand,
an 11-year veteran, teaches
first graders aiOzona
Elementary School. She
uses art to bring out the
best in her students. "I love
to fire imaginations by
infusing the arts into cur
riculum," she explained.
The most moving testimriny came from Carolyn

Underwood, Ambassador
For The Profession award
winner. "I am often the
hope for the hopeless, the
guide for students seeing
no way out, and I also have
to be the truth for students
who need a reality check.
Every child is gifted," said
Underwood. After choking
back tears, she continued,
"Some just open their gifts
later in life." Underwood, a
teacher at Largo High

Carolyn Underwood
school, has been an educa
tor for 27 years. She was
also a National Education
Association Director Paul
B. Stephens finalist, and
ranked among the top 20
educators in
Pinellas.
County, She currently is a
vocational educational spe
cialist.
Gail Lulek, a 24-year
Veteran Safety Harbor
Middle School teacher,
won the Commitment To
Children And Families
award. She says teaching
now is just as exciting as it

presents
Photographs
By and About
African Americans
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Edward White
Hospital Presents
The Weekly
Challenger’s First
Annual Black History
Contest Winners

The Challenger is
Elementary School
excited and proud to
announce the winners of
Chase Lewellen
its first annual Black
Ridgecrest
History Essay Contest.
Brandon Little
Twelve winners were
Ridgecrest
<mosen out of 151 entries.
Roslyn Burroughs
Jenna Lang
There were 51 elementary
was her first day. Refer school essays, represent
Tarpon Springs
encing her students, she ing 15 schools, 48 middle
Fundamental
says, "I find it exciting to school papers from 10
Demetri Stamas
witness their growing mat different schools, and 52
Tarpon Springs
urity, to have an impact on High School writings,
Fundamental
it, and to shape it in some contributed by 5 schools.
way."
Several volunteers from
Middle School
Carolyn Schafer, a the administration build
Jasmine Jones
teacher for 16 years, and ing of Pinellas County
Southside Fundamental
. „ currently at Joint Sexton- Schools, including teach
Destynee Burkes
Elementary, specializes in ers on assignment, and a
Tyrone
communication disorders. retired educator scored
Her award was in Com - the papers. Based upon a
Scott Turner
mitment To Improvement predetermined rubric, the
Morgan Fitzgerald
Of The Profession. In highest scoring essays
Staciee Bray
2000, Schafer attained were read at least 3 times.
Clearwater Intermediate
national certification as an Please
celebrate
the
Winners
accomplishments
of
the
High School
continued on pg. 3
youths named below all
Louisa Powell
through February with
St. Petersburg
The Weekly Challenger.
John Nathan Graham
We will be publishing one
Clearwater
essay from each school
Sharalene Bums
level each week. This
"healthy twist" cook off for week’s Black History
Boca Ciega
$5,000 in cash prizes.
Essays can be found on
Mirela Setkic
St. Anthony’s Health page 15.
Gibbs BETA
Care will provide prostate,
Again, congratula
depression, asthma, choles tions to all!
terol, and diabetes screen
ings from noon to 4 p.m.
Screening participants will
be eligible for a drawing to
win cash and prizes. If that
Opinions...... ..........
.....2
isn’t enough to get YOU
Tampa Bay Area...............
3-6
there with YOUR family, at
Woman's
World...........
..........
.,,.....10
least one other national
Entertainment...........................
11
recording artist will join
Religion..... .......
12-14
NO KIN, from Atlanta, and
Black Essay Contest Winners.... ..............
.......15
a line up of celebrated local
Challenger
Coupons........
......
.......16
artists to entertain you,
National..........................
17
including Kayla Hill,
North
Central........:.............................
..18
Shawh Brown, Dundudole
Obituaries....... .............
19
West African Ballet, and
Classifieds....................
20
Melanie. Admission is

No Kin To Star At Unity
"Celebration Of Health"
Community
ST. PETERSBURG—
National Recording artists^
NO KIN, will be one of the
featured groups heading up
a star-studded lineup of
entertainers lifting the spir
its of thousands of local
residents during the Unity
Day Community Festival
on March 9, 2002 at
Campbell Park.
The St. Petersburg
Area Boys & Girls Clubs,
at 22nd Street South and in
Jaiftestown, have teamed
up with Source Of Health
Inc., to provide families
and children with free
health screenings along
with positive entertainment
for the whole family.
"A Celebration Of Our
Health," the theme of this
first
Unity
Day
Community Festival, is a
benefit for the two non
profit organizations. It is
being co-sponsored by St.
Anthony’s Health Care and
WTMP Radio on Saturday,

March 9 from 10 a.m. until
6 p.m. at Turner Field in
Campbell Park, 601 14th
St. So.
The Boys & Girls
clubs provide positive and
constructive programs and
services for young people.
Source of Health Inc. is
spearheading efforts to
eliminate the huge gaps in
effective health services
for African-Americans in
the city.
The day promises to
delight for the most hard to
please. Events scheduled
include a gospel hour from
10 a.m. until 11 a.m. fea
turing the Tampa Bay Mass
Choir and young vocal sen
sation, Siobhan (Sho-van
Roland); a Health Snack
competition for young peo
pie from 11 a.m. to noon
will produce great prizes.
From noon to 4 p.m.,
Southern and Caribbean
chefs from around the
country will compete in a

INDEX

$10.00 per person.
Tickets for this sure-tobe-a-sell-out benefit festi
val for will go on sale on
Saturday, February 16,
2002 at sites including The
Weekly Challenger, 2500
MLK St. So., Reader’s
Choice Books, 4301 34th

St. So. (Suite 102 in the
MaxiMall),
and
the
Athletic Zone, 2910 54th
Ave. So.
To participate in the
Healthy Soul Food and
Youth Health Snack com
petitions, or to make your

products available through
vending opportunities at
The Festival, call 727-8251056 or 727-327-6556.
See you there!

Help us to salute student superstars and essay contest winners the entire month of February!
Looking for great buys? - See special Coupon Page for unbelievably fantastic savings!
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Few individuals make
a major impact on others
during their lifetime. Even
less accomplish things that
remain in memory after
they pass. Mr. Cleveland
Johnson is an exception to
both. His philosophy was
clear and simple. One
could not argue about his
focus and how it was the
catalyst that influenced the
vision of countless people
who met him.
Mr. Johnson was an
entrepreneur in the truest
sense. He created a suc
cessful newspaper, The
Weekly Challenger, out of
virtually nothing, and in
doing so he controlled his
destiny, and helped others
do the same. That is what

he preached incessantly; be more than selling has per / For those of us who
in control of your own des petuated some level of sub were not privileged to meet
Mr. Johnson and fully
tiny. To achieve that sort of jugation.
An
often-repeated understand his philosophy,
freedom, one must sell, and
even more importantly, sell story from those who tried it does us well to under
what belongs to them, not as they could to write sto stand the import of the
someone else’s product or ries for him was his words, "Black People Must
service. In other words, response to essentially "go Sell As Well As Buy, Else
find yourself a business, sell an ad, and keep your Remain A ‘Beggar Race.’"
work it, be successful at it, story." He promoted the This is critically important
and thus dramatically participation in commercial when we look at this equa
reduce your dependence enterprise, controlling your tion from the buying side.
upon others for support. destiny. In addition, he For example, the National
Working for someone else, backed up what initially Urban League reported that
and having them control seemed like a harsh request during the decade of the
your income, has relegated by taking so many under 90s, "African-American
many African-Americans his wings and training them buying power increased
to a beggar race, in some to "sell." This town is filled almost 73 percent." The
cases more severely than with people who took his challenge we face with that
others. Nevertheless, as Mr. advice, and are forever increase in disposable
Johnson experienced it„ indebted to Mr. Johnson for income is the problem with
working for someone else, the
success
they’ve too much spending.
and buying and spending achieved.
Moreover, a 1997 U.S.

Census Bureau report
showed that Blacks spent
from .5 — 15% more
money, on average, than all
American consumers for
necessities like Food,
Telephone,
Utilities,
Clothing, and Major Ap
pliances. Another study by
the National Tour Associa
tion showed that the Black
family median income was
54% - 65% of white fami
lies in the four age groups
35.44, 45-54, 55-64, and
65+. Conversely, the same
study reported that a Black
family earning $30,000 a
year spends as much as a
white
family
earning
$50,000. No wonder that
Mr.
Johnson
stressed
"Selling" over "Buying."

The net result; a negative
net worth for a significant
majority of African-Ameri
cans when compared to
white Americans with com
parable incomes.
"Cleve," as many af
fectionately called him, is
no longer here, but the
stark reality of our plight
remains. It thus does us all
well to reflect heavily on
what motivated him, his
legacy: "Black People
Must Sell As Well As Buy,
Else Remain A ‘Beggar
Race’," lest we find our
selves failing to heed Mr.
Johnson’s warning issued
out of love and respect for
al, of us!

Today’s Lessons for Black History Month
were Created in the Skies over Nazi
Held Europe -------------- ------------------------------ -----
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Licensure of
Anesthesiologist
Assistants Is Not
Needed ... and may
not be safe————
A battle is brewing in Tallahassee that probably
won’t get much attention in Palatka, Blountstown or
Homestead - but it should. The outcome may start a chain
reaction that ultimately makes health care harder to come
by in Florida’s rural communities.
At issue, is whether one of medicine’s most lucrative
groups of specialists, anesthesiologists, is able to domi
nate the anesthesia field to the exclusion of certified reg
istered nurse anesthetists (CRNAs). These highly educat
ed but lower-paid anesthesia providers help extend the
availability of anesthesia to out of the way places where
well-heeled doctors typically don’t choose to practice,
The issue seems harmless enough: Anesthesiologists
want a relatively new class of technicians called anesthe
siologist assistants (AAs) to be licensed in Florida, as a
way, they say, of meeting a shortage of anesthesia
providers.
In reality, anesthesiologist assistants would do noth
ing to extend anesthesia services, since they can practice
only under the direct supervision (defined by law as
immediately available on the premises) of anesthesiolo
gists. They would however, extend anesthesiologists’
profitability and shore up their control of the field.
Separate licensure of AAs would do nothing to
improve. care for patients or access for medically
under-served populations such as the poor, elderly and
those in rural communities. And separate licensure for a

February is Black
History month and the les
sons that were carved out
of the carnage of World
War II remain very much
relevant to the AfricanAmerican of the 21 st
Century.
In the segregated society of the 1940’s, the vast
majority of patriotic Afri
can-Americans were rele
gated to non combat tasks
that ranged from graves
registration to stevedores^
It literally took a Presi
dential order to mandate

that
African-American
combat units, albeit, segre
gated ones, be allowed to
take the fight to the enemy.
The most dramatic ex
ample of their success was
found among the Tuskegee
Airmen, fighter pilots who
trained in the heart of seg
regated America. Tuske
gee, Alabama. Given tired,
obsolete fighters, often
shackled to indifferent,
even hostile white superior
officers, we were sent to
confront the battle hard
ened pilots of Nazi Ger
many’s dreaded Luftwaffe.

Yet despite the obstacles,
including segregation at
home and - sudden death in
the air, we confronted a
two front war and defeated
both enemies to the human
spirit. Tenacity of the Tus
kegee Airmen in combat
ensured that no American
bomber fell to enemy fight
ers while entrusted to their
escort.
As part of its program
to honor Black History
month Merisant, makers of
the popular sweetener
Equal, has sponsred an oral
histories program that

encourages Tuskegee Air
men to come forward and
tell their story on video so
that it may be preserved for
posterity. The video will
become a permanent part
of a Tuskegee display at the
American Airpower Muse
um at Republic Field in
New York where it will be
featured beneath a full
scale replica of a Mustang
fighter in-Tuskegee mark
ings. The company de
serves the thanks of my
generation, one whose
experiences help create our
American heritage.

The Tuskegee Airmen
taught our society that
change is not only possible
but inevitable. We trig
gered a series of events that
led to the desegregation of
the United States military,
that in turn set the stage for
the seismic civil rights
struggles of the 1960’s.
And
these
struggles

employees in the country.
The battles waged by
the Tuskegee Airmen in the
air war against Nazi fight
ers . are long over. But
Black History
month
teaches us that our nation’s
struggle to be a true equal
opportunity society was

allowed {Companies

provided by the Tuskegee

like

made possible, in part,
through the “air cover”

Merisant, the maker of .Airmen.
Equal sweetener, to be-'
Our History
come a $400 million corpo
ration that has one of the
Is Full Of
highest percentages of
History Makers!
minority executives and

A Piece of Black History is Lost
bv Kimberley Jane Wilson
The Choctaw Terminal
Freight Depot in Little
Rock, Arkansas was demo
lished in November. That’s
sad, and I’ll explain why a
little later. What is even
sadder is that outside of
Arkansas, I doubt more
than a few black people
around the country have
even heard of it.
The depot was built in
1899 by former slaves.
According to Little Rock
preservationist Gregory
Ferguson, the depot “was
probably one of the most
integrated places in the city
of Little Rock at the turn of
the century.” I don’t know
how many historically im“portant black sites have
survived in Arkansas but,
since so little of our history
has been preserved nation
ally, every single site any
where is precious.

In my preservationminded hometown near, the
nation’s capital, which
attracts a significant num
ber of history-loving tour
ists, the Freedmen’s Ceme
tery was largely destroyed
in the 1950’s when city
fathers allowed a gas sta
tion to be built on top of it
The only thing left is the
elaborate wrought iron
front gate and a few head
stones that were right next
to it. The gas station is still
there, and so are over a
thousand graves - un
marked and unseen. ,
During segregation,
there was no respect shown
for black cemeteries or his
toric sites, But it’s a new
era now, and we know bet
ter. Right?
Not
exactly.
The
Choctaw Depot, considered
a “little jewel” by preserva
tionists due to its historical

value and good condition,
was demolished to make
way for the presidential
library of Bill Clinton.
When asked about the
depot,
Clinton
told
CNSNews in September
that “the building was of no
use to anybody.” He made
this statement while attend
ing a Congressional Black
Caucus dinner. He was
there to receive the Chair
Award for his achieve
ments on behalf of black
Americans. Later that
evening, he told the audi
ence he was proud that
some people consider him
to be America’s “first black
President”
I wish our “first black
President’’ (I’m really sick
of this facetious phrase!)
could have been better
informed about the signifi
cance of this site. 1 wish
that someone from the

new provider group cannot
be cost-justified, especially
in tight economic times.
In contrast, CRNAs
who obtain a master’s
degree in nurse anesthesia
after earning a bachelor’s
of science degree in nurs
ing (or other appropriate
baccalaureate degree) and
acquiring critical care
nursing experience do
extend anesthesia services
by practicing in under
served areas. They can do
so because they can prac
tice under the supervision

of any physician, such as a
surgeon, but not necessari
ly an anesthesiologist. And
therein lies the nib.
Florida already is
addressing a projected
shortage of anesthesia pro
viders in ways that make
more sense. Currently,
there are three anesthesiol
ogy programs for physi
cian residents and four
master’s degree nurse
anesthesia programs for
CRNAs, two of which
were added in the past two
years. Sixty new clinical

sites for training new
CRNAs also have been
added in the state. The suc
cess of university pro
grams that graduate nurse
anesthetists is critical
because CRNAs adminis
ter approximately 65 per
cent of the 26 million anes
thetics given annually in
the United States and are
the sole anesthesia pro
viders in twc-thirds of all
rural hospitals.
The licensure of AAs
will not have any immedi
ate effect on the need for

Little Rock NAACP would
have spoken up for this
piece of black heritage. I
wish that the destruction of
the Choctaw Depot could
have made the front pages
of the newspapers. Instead,
there was just silence.
Would the reaction have
been different if this situa
tion arose when the
libraries were built for
Ronald Reagan or the elder
George Bush?
1 realize Bill Clinton is
still wildly popular among
black folks. I remember he
had some blacks in his cab
inet and, yes, I know that
he has an office and eats
soul food in Harlem. I also
know that none of this jus
tifies the silence that
accompanied the destruc
tion of a genuine black his
toric site.
If the depot could not
have stayed intact on the
anesthesia providers, espe
cially in rural communi
ties. The two (yes, only
two) AA programs in the
United States - one in
Georgia and one in Ohio graduate only 40 anesthesi
ology assistants a year. The
four nurse anesthesia pro
grams in Florida alone will
graduate between 100 and
200 new CRNAs each year
within the next two years.
Licensure of AAs will
not improve the quality of
anesthesia care in Florida.
There is no comparison

library grounds, why was
there no serious study on
the feasibility of moving it?
That is not as outlandish as
it sounds. Several years
ago, I visited an incredible
English manor house that
was bought by a wealthy
American tourist, disman
tled, shipped and complete
ly reassembled in Rich
mond, Virginia. This house
was several hundred years
old. Compare that to the
depot, which was only 103.
We’ll never know now if it
could have been saved.
Asked about what hap
pened with Bill Clinton,
former Depot owner Gene
Pfeifer - who had the depot
taken from him when the
city took the property under
dubious eminent domain
procedures, said he thought
Clinton’s “judgmeht is

The black people who
built the Choctaw Depot
lived in hard times. They
had been slaves and were
surrounded by a communi
ty that despised them and,
for the most part, probably
wished that they were still
enslaved. Instead of sitting
in despair, they pressed on.
They took their craftsman
skills and built a depot that
served Little Rock long
after they had all passed
away.
Instead of honoring
their work by protecting it
as a historic landmark, it
was destroyed to make way
for a presidential library.
That’s a shame. The fact
that no one on a national
level came to the aid of the
local preservationists who
tried to save it is a bigger
one.

clouded by his private
interests.”
between CRNAs and AAs
in terms of education and
experience. Nurse anes
thetists have much more
extensive education, train
ing and experience even
before they begin their
graduate degree program.
By contrast, AAs are not
required to have any health
care training or nursing
experience before they
enter their anesthesia pro
gram.
Clearly, Florida’s ex
isting programs will meet
the growing need for anes

thesia providers. Instead of
creating a separate licenr
sure that benefits only
physicians, isn’t it in the
best interest of Florida’s
health care system to
enhance the anesthesia
programs for doctors and
nurses that already exist?
18 lark JKarta
On January 20, 1947,
baseball’s Josh
Gibson, Negro
league star and
Baseball
Hall of famer, died..

______________ ___________________________________________________________________________________ ’
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS
OPINION

by Fenn Ellery

The Impact of Large
Income Gaps on the
Black Community
Can every major short
fall statistically evident
among
thousands
of
Midtown residents, specif
ically Black ACTs (Ameri
can Citizen Taxpayers), be
linked to the massive, seg
regation-based racial in
come gap? In my view,
deliberately and systemati
cally short-changing any
community by huge amounts of income, yearby-year, over many de
cades, and most of a centu
ry, will have stunting,
twisting, and damaging
impacts. It is hard to think
of any main barometer of a
community’s progress that
escapes such a link.
As this series began
two week? ago, I discussed
more specific figures re
flecting an income gap
estimated at more than
$414-million per year
between Black and white
ACTs in St. Petersburg.
The gap may, be more,
once we have figures from
the 2000 census rather than
those from 1990. Yet the
specific fi gures, in my
view, are not as important
as a three-letter word - the
gap is, BIG! For example,
recall the $18,375 annual
: racial income gap reported
two weeks ago for a black
skinned family, and break
it down further. The differ
ence between that family’s
income, and that of a white
ACT is $353 PER WEEK
for the family, based on 52
weeks. Using a 40-hour
week, that amounts to
$8.94 PER HOUR. Is the
gap likely to have climbed
to $9-10 per hour between
1990 and 2002? That
racially based GAP is
MUCH LARGER THAN
THE MINIMUM WAGE!
To add a sense of
urgency, some "kick up the
dust" action, and some
unity-based irritation, con
sider that roughly $2.0-$5million has been shorted
from Black Americans
during the week - THE
WEEK - since my first col
umn appeared. Maybe
even more! Next week
more about the figures will
be covered, before we go
to "What do we do about
it?" options. Last week, I
also referenced some of
the figures that appear in
the U.S. Census Bureau’s
report on SL Petersburg.
However, those figures are
from 1990 - and the gaps
rnay have increased during
the economic boom of the
1990s. Some key points
can be made with easierto-remember rounded fig. ures. If you want, call them
hypothetical - but they are
based upon the actual 1990
data, and they are conser
vative! SHORT YOUR
PAYCHECK
$150-200
PER WEEK - or even
$353? (If you get a weekly

paycheck!) Most of us
would be irate if we were a
few dollars short in a
week. To make this gap
personal, the $150-200 per
week is the range you get
into, with $2-5 million
divided for roughly 20,000
Black ACT families in
Midtown. NOT CHUMP
CHANGE!
I have asked the
Mayor’s office to help con
firm these calculations.
The figures are from the
1990 Census for the City
of St. Petersburg. Much of
the racial income gap
affects Midtown residents,
but also affect Black ACTs
in other St. Petersburg
neighborhoods. I am work
ing with several organiza
tions interested in compar
ing and contrasting 1990
and 2000 Census figures
for St. Petersburg. The
City says the 2000 data
will be available this sum
mer. An analysis will be
done and provided to the
readers as a basis for
action. Do the 2000 figures
reflect a closing of the
gaps for Black ACTs?
Optimists and the City
administration will reas
sure us. Moreover, people
who care about people sin
cerely hope they are better.
Why is the acronym
ACT being used instead of
African-American?
To
solve problems like this, it
seems difficult to run
around white ACTs, evad
ing them. We have been
part of the problem, and
there is a need to stimulate
white ACTs with both hard.
and soft actions. Why is a
white ACT writing this?
"Guilt" is neither useful
nor relevant There is a real
gut-numbing
irritation
with this pattern. Neither
whites nor Blacks; are a
monolith - "those people",
"all Blacks vote Demo
crat", "all whites are. . .",
on and on. The combined
stereotypes are the core of
American racism.
Some Black ACTs are
criminals - same for some
white ACTs. Some whites
are obese, same for some
Blacks. Some Blacks are
on welfare, but 60% of
Americans on welfare are
white. However, the key is
that virtually all of us are
Americans, we are citi
zens, and we pay taxes.
The Depression, and
whenever "legal" Segre
gation started, is many
decades past.
People
change, as do conditions
and attitudes. Some people
are really ticked off that,
generation after genera
tion, our children and
grandkids are still getting
the "head worms" of racist
stereotypes screwed into
their
young
heads.
Enough!
If you know about

these income gaps, do you
cringe every time you hear
"United We Stand?" The
racial income gaps mean
some Black ACT is stand
ing in a deep (American)
hole. Americans are over
due to take another look at
this gross injustice - with
out needing an assist from
Osama bin Laden or his
successor. Enough. Ameri
cans can figure this out!
Let us introduce to
some, and remind others
about the concept of DIS
CRETIONARY
PER
CAPITA INCOME. It is
not covered in our local
Census data because, in
my view, this gap looks
worse than the Median
Family Income gap. It is
what is left over after you
pay for the basics - food,
shelter, and clothing - and
you survive. To be very
rough, the available data
suggest we can round off
the gap at one-third. After
surviving, I would pre
sume that after paying for
those basics, a Black ACT v
has one-third of what a
white ACT has after basic
purchases. ONE-THIRD
AS MUCH INCOME!
Next week, having set
the stage, I will explore
what happens to residents
of Midtown —what I call
the Segregation District.
I’ll report on some of the
racially based problems
affecting many of St.
Petersburg’s Black ACTs.
Fenn Ellery is a mem
ber of AAVREC, the
African-American Voter
Research and

Education

Committee, and CUSP,
Citizens United for Shared
Prosperity. He lives in St.
Petersburg.
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Metropolitan Charities
HIV Support Services
A non-profit agency helping
people with HIV/AiDS
• HIV Counseling Services:
Mental Health, Substance
Abuse, FREE for Qualified
Individuals
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from pg. 1
Profession.
In
2000,
Schafer attained national
certification
as
an
Exceptional Educator and
national certification as a
Speech Pathologist. She
teaches pre-kindergarten
children. Her positive atti
tude is shown in her view
that "every day is an
opportunity."
Phyllis SelkOw, a third
grade teacher at Ozona
Elementary, won
the
Inspiring Students To
Performance At Higher
Levels award. After 28
years of teaching, she can
still say, "I love to learn,
and want my students to
enjoy learning as a lifelong
commitment."
Master of ceremonies
for the event was Bay,
News 9 anchor Al
Ruechel. Among the pre
senters and speakers were
Dr. Gus Stavros, Chairman
Emeritus
of
the
Foundation, Mitchell R.
Lee, current Chairman,
and J. Howard Hinesley,
superintendent, Pinellas
Schools. Entertainment
was provided by Pinellas
County's own Teachers
All-Star
Jazz
Band.
Marilyn Kelly, a teacher
from Madeira Beach
Elementary, sang the
national anthem, and the
pianist was Bob Ciurczak.
A stirring performance by
former teacher, Roslyn
Burroughs, climaxed the
evening. She has since
gone on to the bright lights
of Broadway in musicals
including The Wiz. Her
rendition
of
Touch
Somebody’s Life was the
perfect ending to a grand
celebration.
The event, the culmi
nation of a three-month
process, began with the
selection of 100 nominees
from among more than
8,000 Pinellas County
School teachers, pared to
25 semi-finalists. Fifteen
made it to the final round,
from which five were
selected as winners.
The next step for Jane
Chariand,
Outstanding
Educator award winner,
will
be
representing
Pinellas County at the
State competition. Her
tribute included a special
Outstanding Educator of
the Year Ring from Denny

Kollmeyer & Associates, a
$2,000 scholarship from
Nova University, a laptop
computer from Apple, a
limousine ride to school,
courtesy
of
Julies
Limousine service, and
several other business gift
certificates.
FINALISTS
Ambassador For The
Profession
James Tribble, Melrose
Elementary
Ann Spear, Safety Harbor
Middle
Carolyn Underwood,
Largo High
Commitment To Children
And Families
Gail Lulek, Safety
Harbor Middle
Peggy Ross, Rio Vista
Elementary
Nancy Sigmon, Palm
Harbor University

Community High School
Commitment To
Improvement Of The
Profession
Margaret Pamela Bryant,
Northwest Elementary
Lela-Anne Carroll,
Meadowlawn Middle
Carolyn Schafer, John
Sexton Elementary
Creativity And Innovation
Jane Chariand, Ozona
Elementary
Michelle Crosby, Perkins
Elementary
Shannon Livingston,
Skycrest Elementary
Inspiring Students To
Performance At Higher
Levels
Deborah Love, Seminole
Middle
Phyllis Selkow, Ozona
Elementary
Jean Wark, Perkins
Elementary

LP’is.i.aiti, ...
COMMUNITY
BILLBOARD

Upcomincj
£ v an is

• Black History Pageant, Sunday,
February 10, 4:00 p.m., Sayfront
Center’s Mahaffey Theater.
• Slack History Worship Service,
Sunday, February 10,7:30 p.m.,
Eckerd College, Griffin Chapel.
• Nite Riders Western Jamboree,
Saturday, February 16, 6:00 p.m.,
National Guard Armory.
• Old Hyde Park Village Art Festival,
Saturday and Sunday,
February 23 and 24,
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

For more information about Community
Billboard, call us at (727) 896-2922

RAMBLING
"Yesterday has gone, forget
it. Today is here, use it.
Tomorrow may not come, So
don't wait on it."

896-2152
by Charles Howard
MORE UNIQUE
WAYS TO STRETCH
A DOLLAR
Tax Fax
Income, Contributions,
Casualties, All Income
Isn’t.
This may surprise you,
but taxpayers pay out mil
lions of income - tax dol
lars each year - on non-taxable income! Uncle Sam
refunds these unnecessary
payments when he spots
them, but many go unde
tected.
Here’s the low down on
non-taxable income: The
six broadest categories of
such income which almost
everyone knows about are social security pay
ments, railroad retirement
payments, unemployment
compensation,
welfare
payments, and in some
cases, sick pay and work
men’s
compensation.
However, there are less
well known cases of “non
income”.
For example, if you
work for the civil service
and are retired with dis
ability pay, this disability
income is considered nontaxable sick pay until you
reach the age of retire
ment. Other non-taxable
income gifts, life insurance
benefits, inheritances, and
in many cases, scholar
ships and grants.
For further informa
tion: Taxable Income and
Nontaxable Income, Publi
cation 525, Internal Re
venue Service.
***
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
February,
2002
(Pisces): 1 thru 7- Juanita
Thompson,
11 Victoria
Graham, Sarah L. Graham,
Charles Watkins, Patrice
Johnson,
Patricia
C.
Harrell, Loretta McGhee,

Catherine Jackson, Kenya
Squire, Edna Stevens,
Cynthia Davis, Ashley
Robinson,
Dr.
John
(Bubba) Simmons, and
Raiford (Leroy) Barton.
WINKY WRIGHT’S
FAN CLUB
Traveled via chartered
bus to Miami, FL for the
IBF Jr. Middle Weight
World Title which he
defended. His fight was
against Jason Papillon, on
Saturday night, Feb. 2,
2002 at the American
Airline Arena, 1601 Bis
cayne Blvd. Approxi
mately 150 fight fans
showed up for support.
The group went on to
cheer Winky on, to suc
cessfully defending his
title. The co-main event
was Roy Jones who also
successfully defended his
title also. The fabplous
Renaissance Hotel provid
ed accommodations for the
charted bus group. Both
champions appeared at the
exclusive after party at
Hardaway’s Fire House on
South Miami Beach.
Celebrities, such as
O.J. Simpson, Johnny
Cochran, Rap Star ‘Trick

Daddy” and a host of other
entertainers were on the
scene.
The trip was hosted by
Keith Steward. It was a
fun-filled enjoyable time.
All fans sported there
‘Winky Wright’s” t-shirts.
“Be on the lookout for the
upcoming victory party.
***
A wise and good man is
composed and happy. A
fool is always worried and
full of distress.
***
UNTIL NEXT WEEK,
JUMP TO IT!!

Individuals, Families
&
Group Psychotherapy

Rational Steps
Recovery Program

Tony Van Sluytman, L.C.S.W.
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

• HIV Case Management
• AIDS Waiver Case
Management
• HIV Inmate Discharge
Planning (Pinellas County)
• Thrift Store

(727) 347-3284
After Hours Crisis

Fax (727) 347-4472
(727) 458-8774

1905 Tyrone Blvd
St Petersburg FL 33710-4841

1591 Main Street
Dunedin, FL 34698

Metropolitan Charities has provided
.compassionate, professional services
for people with HIV/AIDS since 1993.
Please call if you believe you, or
someone you love may qualify for our
programs.

SAM’S BEAUTY SALON
(727) 321-3854 Pinellas
(813) 251-0877 Hillsborough

Saturday,
ffMarebStb, 2002
sfe

MetopoKtan
Charities,Inc.
COMMUNITY SERVICES
3150 5th. Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Ft 33713
www.metrocharities.org

Tampa Bay Mass Cbair &
Siobhan Roland
Shawn Brown ~ kayla Hilh
Bogie Bear [dntainmcnt *
i Children’s Activities
I Health Screenings

I
W

@ Campbell's Park
SO114$ SL S. St Petersburg

Drop off Thrift store donations at 733
Central Ave., St. Petersburg, or call for
pick up of large, bulky items:

(727)896-7467 Thrift Store

Pretty Feet by iTltsM

$1.00 OFF
PEDICURE

Monday - Wednesday

10:00 am- 5:BBpm
bdm: $10.08 per person
Sponsored by...

w/coupon • Appointment Necessary

St.Anthonys

20 years experience in Hair Care

Ask for Tony
as Barber and Beautician

people living with HIV/AIDS
Clothing • Furniture • Housewares

3600 - 18th A/enue South
St. Petersburg. FL
(727)322-0024- Cell (727) 542-2189

Snack Conk Bi

b CaimnityFeeiraiser for
Itie Bays b Girl's Club SSoarse of Sealtb, lee.

SAM'S BEAUTY SALON
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UPPER
PINELLAS
HEADLINES
by Marilyn Buckner

Largo’s New Facility:
The Greater
Ridgecrest YMCA! —

Anthony Welch, Director
LARGO-The YMCA
rf the Suncoast launched
its brand new Greater
Ridgecrest branch recent
ly, unveiling a yearlong
$3.5-million renovation of
the former Omni' Center at
1801 119th St. N.
Recreational programs and
services became available
an January 21st for resi
dents of Ridgrest/Baskins
ind surrounding communi
ties.
The new facility is
beautifully landscaped, has
i state-of-the-art athletic
Field, an Olympic-kize
iquatic pool, up-to-date
playground
equipment,
secluded picnic areas, and
plenty of parking.
Branch
Director
Anthony Welch says he is
very pleased with the com
munity participation and
snthusiasm
residents
demonstrated in making
the new YMCA a compre
hensive physical recre
ational facility for chil
dren, their parents, and
3ther adults.
Welch
says
each
Friday night will be a funfilled night for every par
ticipant, in all age groups.
The evening will include
movies, music, food,
games, arts and crafts, and
fellowship. Highlighted
events also scheduled
include Kid’s Night; Teen
Might; Family Night, and
Christ Night.
Inside this spacious

facility are a gym, an
Aerobics
and
Dance
Studio, a Game Room, a
Wellness Center, a Kid’s
Gym, and a place for
Senior’s activities, along
with areas for numerous
other scheduled activities
designed for everyone.
Welch says over 400
children have already reg
istered for programs and
activities. Fees are based
on a sliding scale, depend
ing on family income, and
a scholarship assistance
program is available for
those who qualify.
Later this month, the Y
will hold its Annual Giving
Campaign to help fund the
scholarship
program.
Contact the new Greater
Ridgecrest YMCA at (727)
559-0500 to contribute or
get more information.
The new YMCA is
open Monday through
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to
8:30
p.m.,
and
on
Saturdays from 9:00 A.m.
until 4:00 p.m.
The motto of the
YMCA (Young Men’s
Christian Association) is,
"We build strong kids,
strong families and strong
communities."
With the long-antici
pated opening of a new,
fun-filled filled recreation
center in Ridgecrest’s
backyard now a reality, it
is time for residents to
come out and RECRE
ATE!

IS lark 3Farta
In 1893, First Black American woman
aviator, Bessie Coleman was born, 1893

Hot Political Topics Workshop
ST. PETERSBURG The
African-American
community has much to be
concerned about in this
election year of 2002. The
race for governor and other
statewide races are at hand
as well as several seats for
the Pinellas County School
Board. There’s also the
matter of the new voting
machines.
A.A.V.R.E.C. (AfricanAmerican Voter Research
and Education Committee)
sponsored a workshop on
Saturday, January 26,2002
at Campbell Park Youth
Center from 8:30-12:30.
On hand for the workshop
were about 80 people from
the community.
Yvonne
Williams,
President
of
Bynter
Consultants lnc., presided,
while
A.A.V.R.E.C.
Chairman Vyrle Davis
gave the welcome. Rev.
Curtiss L. Long, pastor of
New Faith Free Methodist
Church,
gave
the
Invocation,
and
Councilman
Ernest
Williams brought greetings
from the City of St.
Petersburg.
The workshops first
session began by dealing
with educational issues.
Elder Clarence Welch, pas
tor of Prayer Tower
COGIC, talked about the
importance of the up com
ing ballot referendum to
create single member dis
tricts for the Pinellas
County School Board. The
key to passing the referen
dum is voter registration
and participation. If passed
it will create the opportuni
ty tps elect ay , AfricanAmerican to the school
board.
Jade Moore, executive
director for PCTA and
PESCA, discussed the
issues surrounding the
school choice plan. The
county is prepared to spend
$17 million on buses. The
committees concern is that
much of these funds will
be better spent on improv
ing the level of instruction
the students are getting.
Clarence Givens gave
an overview on the issue of
Unitary Status that has
been given to Pinellas
County Schools by the dis
trict court. There were
many concerns on whether
or not the school board is
meeting the needs of all its
students,
particularly
African-American
stu
dents. Chairman Davis told
the group that the county is
very slow at sharing statis
tical information critical to
measuring its performance.
Abdul Ali opened the
second session, which
focused on other political
issues. Michele LigonSmith presented a detailed
view on how to choose a
candidate for an elected
office.
District
55
Representative
Frank
Peterman talked about
some of the issues on the
table for this year’s legisla
tive session. The big topics
this year are redistricting,
tax reform, and education
al funding. Cliff Burney
closed the session with a
discussion on the 90-day
voter registration drive that
A.A.V.R.E.C. is sponsor
ing.
The workshop ended
with a presentation by
Supervisor of Elections
Deborah Clark, who had

business
IN THE
BLACK
by Janice M. Atwater

Fenn Ellery and Linda Lerner chat with others on new voting equipment
IB

Ginny Stewart and Cliff Burney
members of her staff on also on hand,
hand to give demonstraA.A.V.R.E.C. is plantions on the simplicity of ning to attend the February
the new Touch Screen vot- 26, 2002 school board
meeting at 5 p.m. The
ing machines.
County Commissioner group needs the support of
Kenneth Welch, Council the community in this
Chairwoman
Renee effort to meet its goal of at
Flowers, and School Board least 500 people going
member Linda Lerner were with them to the meeting.

The DIPPER Connection n
Front Porch Community
DIPPER Program
162116th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Bettye Burnett-Scott, R.N., MS
Project Coordinator

LEARN TO MANAGE
YOUR DIABETES
These BAStcCUtDELiNEs

and outside the St Peters
burg/Gibbs campus, are
concerned that the Col
lege’s expansion efforts
seem to be moving farther
and farther northward with
the Seminole and Tarpon
Spring campuses, seem
ingly receiving the major
portion of all new revenue
and programs, while en
rollment is also directed to
those campuses. Rumors,
produced by the latest belt
tightening cuts, have St
Petersburg I Gibbs campus
being dressed up to make it
a marketable asset for sale.
If that should happen, it
would mean another faze
of St Petersburg’s African
history would be lost as the
last testament to Gibbs
Junior College is eliminat
ed.
SPC should be encour
aged to keep the St.
Petersburg/Gibbs campus
a viable part of its struc
ture. This campus means
more to the community (I
regret they took that word
out of their name) than just
the bottom line. The un
derlying African heritage
and history of this campus
combines the best that St.
Petersburg had and has to
offer. Let us preserve it!

Anyone notice what is
happening at St. Peters
burg College, formerly St.
Petersburg Junior College?
Recently SPJC, as we will
probably always fondly
call it, was granted fouryear college status by the
state legislature. Dr. Carl
Kuttler has worked, tire
lessly, towards reaching
that goal. He and the dedi
cated supporters and staff
of SPC are to be com
mended.
However, we should
carefully monitor what is
happening on what is
known as the "main" cam
pus at Fifth Avenue and
66th Street North in St
Petersburg. In 1965, Gibbs
Junior College was placed
under the supervision of
SPJC and became a cam
pus of SPJC.
However, in 1967 the
entire Gibbs Campus was
phased out, for economic
reasons Not until 1993 was
the name Gibbs to appear
again in connection with
the college, when the Fifth
Avenue site was renamed
the St. Petersburg/Gibbs
Campus and the Gibbs her
itage was again acknowl
edged.
Many people, inside

are for diabetes care as outlined in the Florida Diabetes Medical
Practice Guidelines. Discuss these issues with your diabetes care
provider and use this card to record your results.
FOR MORE INFORMATION

1-800-DIABETES

Florida
Guidelines
Coal

$

BMW!

VISITS
1st

2nd

3rd

4th

DATE:

DATE:

PATE:

DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

F"]ack McConnells^
I
here
J

HAT BOX

80-120
Review blood sugar
records [every visit]

<1
Foot Exam
, [every visit]

before
meals

remove
shoes S'
socks

check with
your doctor

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu
DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

WBCHT:

WEIGHT:

WEIGHT:

WEIGHT:

DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

Hires
Hairstyling

Weight [before meals]

Blood Pressure
[every visit]
IllWWtll

HbAlc: Blood sugar
test 4 times each year

3427 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
- Telephone: 323-8649

130/80 VALUE: VALUE: VALUE: VALUE:

DATE:

umiiim

less than
7%

DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

OPERATION PAR
SELF-SUFFICIENCY
PROJECT

VALUE: VALUE: VALUE: VALUE:

DATE:

V

PAR provides substance abuse and men
tal health services for families who
receive cash assistance or are low income
families. Services are offered at no cost to
individuals and are confidential. Services
are available to adults and children.

less than

Microalbuminuria:
Urine kidney test
[every year]

30 mg/
24 hrs

VALUE:

DATE:
<3>

<3E>

Dilated Eye Exam
[every year]
Self-Management
Education within 3
Months of Diagnosis

yearly
updates or
as needed

655 Central Ave.
Phone 823-0823

For more information,
contact Gerald Syrkett
At 727-893-5438
Crack Cocaine KilIs People and
Shatters Lives

DATE:

SL Petersburg Business Development Center
PCTERgBLlRG

“Educating & Cultivating
’■& Small Businesses”

TOGETHER
'

City of St. Petersburg

,

?

For more information please call (727) 893-7146
or visit our Web Site at www.sipete*prg •
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“Tampa Bay’s Most
Photogenic Babies of
2002”

BLACK
FACTS
by Freddie Bell

Black Women Beauty
Brief------- ------------------Between 1977 and
1990, Black women broke
to the forefront of whitedominated pageants pur
porting to display and
highlight beauty. Janelle
Penny Commissiong be
came the first black Miss
Universe in 1977. The
heady fashion buyer and
fashion institute graduate
is a Trinidadian. Before
shocking the world in cap
turing the title, she was
also crowned Miss Trini
dad Tobago.
In
1983, Vanessa
Williams, not to be con
fused with the Soul Food
star of the same name, was
crowned the first Miss
America. Williams was
also the first to resign the
crown amid controversy
involving amateur pictures
of a nude Williams re
leased by a photographer

seeking personal fame at
Williams’s expense. The
crown was handed over to
yet another black woman
in 1984, Suzette Charles,
the first black Miss New.
Jersey and the first black
runner-up in the Miss
America contest. Williams
now enjoys a solid career
as an actor and singer.
Black women took yet
another title to begin the
90’s with the crowning of
Carole Gist as the first
Black Miss USA. Entering
the contest as Miss
Michigan, Gist was also
the first runner-up in the
Miss Universe pageant
later in 1990
Freddie Bell is a moti
vational speaker and radio
personality on WTMP,
Tampa, FL. Contact him at
fred di ebell @djfreddiebell.com

Turning Point Of Tampa,
Inc. Announces New
Facility Opening ———
TAMPA - Turning
Point of Tampa is pleased
to announce the grand
opening of their new facil
ity located at 6227 Sheldon
Road.
Turn ing Point will be
ftsfifig-. ^^'-.iSpen7 house
luncheon at the new facili

ty on Friday, February 15,
2002. The luncheon will
begin at 11 a.m. and end at
1:30 p.m.

TAMPA
The
American Performing Arts
Network & University
Mall proudly presents:
‘Tampa Bay’s Most Pho
togenic Babies of 2002”.
An annual contest to bene
fit The Children’s Miracle
Network.
Come to the mall Fri
day through
Sunday,
February 15-17, and see
the exhibit in center court
of Tampa Bay’s Most
Photogenic Babies of
2002. Photos are of infants
through 5-year olds in four
categories:
Precious - Comical Beautiful - Fashionable.
Vote on your favorite;
vote tickets are 50 cents
each. A portion of the pro
ceeds benefits the Chil
dren’s7 Miracle Network at
All Children’s Hospital.
All winners will be pre
sented at an Awards
Ceremony at 1 p.m. on

fifteen years to serving the

Tampa Bay area and the
surrounding communities
with caring professionals
focused on helping clients
lead positive and produc
tive lives.

r:

.

I

I

I
24 to 48 hr Tax Refund Loans

| "The Tax Lady"!
■

at Lundy's,
3084
18th Ave. S.
Monday
- Saturday

ST. PETERSBURG The St. Petersburg Free
Clinic Food Bank which
administers
the
U.S.
Department of Agri
culture’s Emergency Food
Program in this area,
announces the following
distribution'’ schedule for
February:
• 2/9/02: St. Mark’s
Baptist Church, 1301 37th
Street South, 8 a.m. to 11
a.m., 2nd Saturday of each
month.
• 2/14/02: Pasadena
Community Church, 112
70th Street South, 9:30
atm. to 11:30 a.m., 2nd
Thursday of each month.
• 2/15/02: Gulfport
Senior Center, 5501 27th
Avenue South, 10 a.m. to
12 noon., 3rd Friday' of
each month.
>
• 2/156/02: Mt. Zion
Progressive
Baptist
Church, 945 20th Street
South, 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.,
3rd Saturday of each

month.
• 2/21/02: Bethel AME
Church, 912 3rd Avenue
North, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
3rd Thursday of each
month.
• 2/28/02: Fifth Avenue
Church of Christ, 4200 5th
Avenue South, 5 p.m. to 7
p.m., 4th Thursday of each
month.
• All Month of Fe
bruary: St. Giles Food
Pantry, 8271 52nd Street
North, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., Monday thru Friday
only.
New applicants for the
Free Food Program may
register the day of the dis
tribution at one of the
above sites. The Emer
gency Food Assistance
Program is available to all
eligible recipients regard
less of race, color, national
origin, age, sex or handi
cap. For more information
call 2-1-1 or 821-1200 ext.
114.

District Encourages
Students To Attend
College Fair——--------

---------------------|

Clisll f

■

(

TAMPA - More than
150 colleges and universi
ties will be represented at
the National Association of
College Admission Coun
seling (NACAC) college
fair for middle and high
school students 11 a.m. to
4 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 10, at
the Tampa Convention
Center.
Guidance resource spe
cialists from Hillsborough
and

Pinellas

district

schools will staff a coun
seling center in the middle

10:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.

area of the fair. Students
and parents can ask them
questions and receive
materials on college en
trance exams and college
guidebooks.
A list of participating
colleges and other details
about the college fair can
be downloaded from the
NACAC
website
at
www.nacac.com.
The
Tampa Convention Center
is located at 333 S.
Franklin Street, Tampa.

I NEWS DEADLINE IS 4PM MONDAY

■ Tax Office Phone; 327-7012 ■
Lai

ATHLETIC

Sunday, February 17th.
The Winner is Eligible
For A Modeling Contract
With a Top New York
Agency!
University Mall, Tam
pa’s largest family shop
ping destination, is located
on Fowler Avenue between
1-272 and 1-75, the address
is 2200 E. Fowler Avenue.
It has five department
stores, 170 specialty shops,
a food court and 16-screen
cinema. University Mall is
owned by Glimicher Prop
erties Limited Partnership,
a subsidiary of Glimcher
Realty Trust (GRT), a real
estate investment trust
based in Columbus, Ohio.
GRT is a recognized leader
in the ownership, manage
ment, acquisition and
development of enclosed
regional and super-region
al malls, community shop
ping centers and value
mega-malls.

NEWS DEADLINE
4:00 P.M. MONDAY

I

Turning Point is a resi
dential treatnient facility
for chemical dependency
and eating disorders.
Founded in 1987, Turning
Point has dedicated the last

St. Petersburg Free
Clinic Food Bank
Distribution Schedule

■
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Athletic Footwear & Fashion Apparel

FEATURING:
•Platinum
•FuBu
•Sean John
•Phat Farm |
•Jordan
SnoopDog
Nike
•Timberland
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AU Articles
Submitted
Must Be
Typewritten
Or Computer
Generated

THERE IS
ONLY ONE
RACE IN
THIS
WORLD THE
HUMAN
RACE

DAYTON ANDREWS DODGE
M-F 8:30-8:30 • Sat. 8:30 to 6:30 • Sun. 11 to 6

Mumui

22NHVE.N0RTH&0.S.19

sstmiuitr

ST. PHEfiSBURG 727-321-0500

Ph: 727-866-6944
2910 54th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Mon - Sat 10AM - 8 PM * Sunday 12Noon - 6PM

98 Plymouth
Breeze
Was 10995

Now $6500
98 Chrysler Sebring
Convertable
,
Was 17995

Now $12500
99 Saturn SC2
Was 12995

Now $7900

We Can Help
With Your Credit Problems!

1-877-WE APPROVE

(932-77761

Now $5700

Now $6100

97 Buick Le Sabre
Was 13995

98 Dodge
Conversion Van
Was13995

Now $7900
98 Dodge Avenger
ES
Was 12995

Now $9200

Now $9500
91 Dodge Spirit
Was 4995

Now $3300

On January 25,
1890, the National

97 Mercury Grand
Marquis
Was 12995

League was founded

Now $15300

Now $5400

Now $8500

meeting in Chicago,

97 Dodge
Conversion Van
Was 12995

94 Dodge Caravan
Was 7995

96 Jeep" Cherokee
Was 10995

Now $4600

Now $7800

98 Dodge Stratus
Was 12995

97 Plymouth Neon
Was 9995

99 Saturn SL2
Was 12995

Now $9800

Now $6900

Now $7900

94 Toyota Tercel
Was 6995

94 Olds CutlassSupreme
Was 7995

97 Dodge Club Cab
Pickup
Was 15995

Now $5900

Now $10500

97 Jeep Wrangler
Was 12995

90 Ford F150 P/U
Was 7995

96 Chevy S-10
Was 9995

Now $9900

Now $5400

Now $6900

NOW $8400

DAYTON ANDREWS DODGE

by Mabel Cooper

Helloooo ... Thursday,
February 14th is St.
Valentine’s Day, so don’t
say you weren’t tipped off
in time to come up with
flowers, a valentine or a
token of your affection for
her - or him. Being lovable
is a fulltime job, so if you
want to make yourself last
ing lovable, don’t you for
get to remember February
14,2002.
***
The travel “itch” hits
most everybody just after
eggnog season ... and this
year is no different from
any other. With that
thought, Ernestine J.
Rembert of 56th Avenue
South, along with her
hubby, Frank Rembert II,
his mother, Inez Berry and
five great grands recently
headed for daughter Erma
Fran Rembert - almost
everybody calls her Fran house in Atlanta, for a
belated holidays get-to
gether with their son Frank
III and others.
They, among other
thing’s checked out the
famous fireworks in Stone
Mountain, GA, went sight
seeing and shopping. Two
weeks later, everyone
walked out the door with a
warm, rosy remembrance
treasured forever.
Frank is a retired chef
for Country Diner Theater.
Ernestine retired from the
Army Reserve after 20
years of service.. Currently,
she’s a registered nurse for
the Pinellas County Health
Dept. They are proud par
ents of three children.
They travelled by minivan.
By the same token,
Dorothy J. Allen of 54th
Avenue South is home
after spending three glori
ous weeks with her daugh
ter, Latonya Leonard and
grandson,
Lamar,
in
Oklahoma City, Okla.
Latonya, a SL Petersburg
native, was a 1984 gradu
ate of Osceola High
School. Currently, she is a
10-year 2nd Lieutenant
stationed at Tinker Air
Force Base.
Dorothy has retired
from the Pinellas County
School Board after 30
years of service. She has 4
children. She and her sis
ter, Ernestine, are the
daughters of Clifford “CJ”
(hardly anybody calls him
anything but CJ) and the
late Christine James. Her
way of travel
was
Continental Airlines.

at an organizing
Illinois. Dr. Joseph
C. Price, the presi
dent of Livingston
College, was elected
the first president of
what became a pio
neering AfricanAmerican protest
organization.
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THIS &
THAT

Afro-American

96 Plymouth
Voyager
Was 8995

Now $4800

Severity of Credit Could Affect Down Payment

96 Dodge Avenger
Was 10995

Television is a sad loss
of time if it does not stimu
late the senses and motivate
the mind. Who we are
depends entirely upon the
physiological functioning
of our mind.
Jazz and classical music
improves mental stability
and induce intellectual
thought. Whereas music
with words associated with
profanity show signs of
psychological disturbance
and dysfunctional prac
tices.
It does no good to wish
for better days if we aren’t
willing to improve our
ways.

00 Chrysler Sebring
Convertable
Was 19995

No Application Refused • 1 Day Service

CHi FOR PREAPPB0VU

97 Ford Taurus
Was 9995

HIRES—

13, 2002

Ollie M. Rainey
Ollie M. Rainey of
Greenview Manor Apts,
has discovered the ‘foun
tain of youth’. On January
25, 2002, she celebrated
her 75th b’day with her 13
children, 23 grands and 8
great grands. The gala was
given by her children.
Ollie portrayed the picture
of elegance, youthfulness
and • longevity as she
shared the spotlight at her
13th St North apartment

with her family who did
most of that yummy gour
met and delicious soul
food.
Amid an atmosphere of
adoration, Ollie, surround
ed by her children,
received pots and pots of
live plants, gifts and a
beautiful
b’day
card
loaded with cash. One
thing about a gift of
money, the size is always
right - and so is the color!
Many happy returns of the
day, Mrs. Rainey.
Ollie is a retired cook
and a 42-year member of
Christ Gospel Church
where she is on the
Mother’s
Board
and
Hospitality Committee.
Ollie’s children are:
Mattie and Bill Garrison,
Christell Johnson, Linda
K. Williams, Debra A.
Sapp, Ollie and Bruce
Robinson. Also, Evelyn,
Gabriel, Doris, Jerry and
Joann Rainey. So are,
Seaborn (Annett) Rainey,
Clarence (Leon) Rainey,
and Sheldon (Moma)
Rainey. Also enjoying was
Ollie’s sister, Myrtice
Jolly. Out of town children
were
from
Lansing,
Michigan,
Pelham,
Georgia, Capital High,
MD, and Purvis, Miss.
After a memorable
b’day and visiting with all
sisters and brothers, aunts
and uncle, last but not
least, their mother dear, all
rode off into the sunset
On Friday, February
2nd,
2002,
Eugene
McGrew of Cadiz Way
South motored to Mayo,
Florida. Oh, you know
where that is, to pick up
his
brother,
Taylor
McGrew, heading to New
Orleans to the Super Bowl
as they always do.
The football enthusiastics said, to them it was the
best one yet. They didn’t
care who won, and that
you try to do things that
are special to you. They
returned to their homes
Sunday night
HAPPY B’DAY
TOOTHERS
All Raineys: Doris, 1/3;
Leon, 1/4; Clarence, 1/23;
Seaborn, 1/30; Christell
Johns,
1/30;
Almeta
Thompson, 2/5; Ruby
Lodkey, 2/11; and Patricia
Campbell, 2/12.
IT WAS A
FAMILY AFFAIR
It’s that time of yer to
celebrate with family and
friends. They love to see
them, they love to feed
them with a wide variety
of specially prepared fami
ly-style dishes and eye
catching, mouth-watering
platters piled high with
food we have come to
know and love.
But this was not an
ordinary b’day celebration.
It was actually a combina
tion of 12 relatives cele
brating their natal day.
The invited family mem
bers, friends and children
enjoyed themselves im
mensely! Highlights of
this and other community
events will be expounded
upon next week, as this is
all I have room for now!!
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Blackshear

BOOK
REVIEW

by Tangela Murph
entries make words easy to
find.
• Alternate forms of
nouns, verbs, and adjec
tives help with writing and
spelling.
• Maps and geographi
cal informatio on the fifty
states and the countries of
the Eighth IJay
the world.
She Rested
• The alphabets of
Braille and American Sign
Launguage.
Best Seller
• U. S. Presidents
And On The Eighth
•
Flags
of
the
Day She Rested: And on
Independent
Countries
of
the Eighth day she rested is
one
African-American the world and more.
This great dictionary is
woman’s journey on the
road to self-discovery. an essential tool for chil
Ruth Johnson has finally dren to carry with them
left her-abusive husband of into the next millennium:
14 years and jumped feet
Dr. Creflo A. Dollar
first into ‘What the heck
do I do now?” Oblivion.
As much as she’d like to,
Ruth finds that letting go
of the past is easier said
than done. Over the years,
dodging the bullets of her
husband’s
anger
has
become second nature and
Ruth soon realizes that
long after the physical
scards disappear, the emo
tional scars linger on and
Christian
have molded her into the
No More Debt: For
woman she has become.
many
people, struggling
It’s not easy learning to
love yourself when you’ve from paycheck to’ paybeen taught to believe you check is a way of life.
aren’t
worth
loving. Nearly, all of their income
However, Ruth eventually is spent paying credit card
begins to see the truth bills, mortgages, and car
buried deep beneath the notes, and often emergen
lies. The truth that little cies arise, causing them to
treasures are sometimes resort to borrowing more
where you least expect to money or juggling bills
find them; in the company just to make ends meet
Dr. Creflo A. Dollar, a
of good friends, winning
the battle in fighting for a pioneer in the field of debt
worthy cause, spending a cancellation and money
quiet night alone sipping management, explains the
on a cup of hot tea, listen principles for both in this
ing to some good jazz, and book. Through practical,
finally ... falling in love. insightful teaching, he out
Ultimately, the return of lines the simple, Bibleher ex-husband and anoth based steps that will revo
er of his vicious attacks is lutionize your finances and
no longer powerful enough bring you from a place of
to break Ruth or her new insufficiency and despair
into a place of peace, pros
foundation.
perity, and joy. You will
also learn how to:
• Apply faith pressure
to the anointing of debt
release through wordbased confessions.
• Position yourself to
hear God’s voice clearly
concerning your finances.
• Renew your mind by
the Word of God in the
area of financial prosperi
Children
Children’s.
Dictionary: The Scholastic
Children’s Dictionary is a
dictionary that both chil
dren and parents will love.
It’s current with up to date
words. It’s beautifully
illustrated, with plenty of
detailed and elaborately
labeled drawings. It’s
vividly designed, with
guide words and fascinat
ing
special
features
throughout It has elegant
ly simple pronunciation
guides and a collection of
ready reference every fam
ily needs.
Other features include:
• Part of speech - iden
tifications help with gram
Scholastic

mar skills.
• Cross references send
readers to other parts of the
dictionary.
Boldface

Community
Service
Foundation, the organiza
tion that financed the news
paper, ended its association
with The Weekly Challenge
(as it was then called) when
M.C. Fountain died. Bill
and Cleve had to fend for
themselves. It was make or
break time, and as history
would attest, the dynamic
duo not only made it, but
made history as well. They
immediately changed the
name to The Weekly
Challenger after holding a
reader’s contest to rename
the paper. A female contest
ant helped them see they
were only an "r" away.
When Bill talks about his
career, as would be expect
ed, he has only fond mem
ories. But to get him to
really talk about his accom
plishments, you either have
to be a magician, finding
just the right magic word,
or a dentist, to pry it out of
him. However, when I
asked him to name some of
the "folk,* as he affection
ately calls people, he was
free flowing.
He talked about profes
sionals who have shared
hallways at the St.
Petersburg Times, like
Mamie Brown and Peggy
Peterman, former staff
writers for the Times’
Black Page, John Rogers
and Jackie Greene, former
Times photographers, and
staff
writers
Roger
Clendening
arid Paul
Jerome.
Then he named so
many supporters who have
made vital contributions to
The Weekly Challenger
over the years. He recalls
long-time
employees
Cynthia Armstrong: W.LJones, and Calvin Adams.

ty
•
Employ
God’s
weapons of joy and praise.
• Commission angers to
assist in your debt deliver
ance.
There are many strate
gies available to get you
out of debt, but only one
method works tvithout fail.
Decide today to employ
God’s strategy for debt
cancellation and experi
ence permanent, financial
prosperity. Creflo says
your success es guaran
teed!
These books can be
purchased at: Readers
Choice Books & r
Expressions, 4301 ^4th
Street, South, Suite 102
(Maxi-Mall), next door to
the nail shop, phone 8673696.

from pg. 1

In the early days, Norman
Jones,
Sr.,
Oradine
Hudson, Mabel Cooper, Ike
Williams, and Charles
Howard were some of the
other "rocks" upon which
the paper was built. Bill
recalled that vital contribu
tions, each in their unique
ways, were made by David
Burgess, Aaron Williams,
Daryl Hefty, Bill Thomas,
Helen Blue, Al Mitchel,
Jeannie Blue, Barbara
Bethel, Deannie K Victor,
Martin Rainey, Dr. Jimmy
Robinson,
Frances
Pinkney, Willie Salor,
Winnie Foster, and Lonnie
Donaldson. Then there was
the late Ron Lowe, who
Bill says got into all kinds
of trouble for his associa
tion with "us," and W. L.
Allen, a writer who "told it
like it is." Bill did not want
to forget anyone, and is
probably cringing at the
thought that there are
names that he reluctantly
could not recall.
Blackshear
talked
about how he and Cleve
spent much time helping
other Black newspapers,
even financing their efforts
to get them off the ground.
Bill would volunteer days
on end actually working for
them and training them as a
non-paid employee. Bill
and Cleve went after big
advertisers, veering away
from the traditional Black
newspaper
advertisers,
Mom and Pop stores. Bill
had instant success. He
sought and earned the
Public account The com
pany has since been the
most loyal major advertiser
supporting The Weekly
Challenger since 1968.
Then came J.M. Fields:
Pantry Pride, and A&P. In

1969, J.C. Penney was
added. This new revenue
stream
allowed
The
Weekly Challenger to
change to a broadsheet for
mat in 1970.
In 1977, Bill founded
the
Southeast
Black
Publishers Association. Its
initial purpose was to be
the vehicle for sharing suc
cesses,
contacts,
and
resources. They even envi
sioned creating a statewide
agency so that all of the
papers in the network could
be part of joint buys. Bill
was the first president and
served for 5 years.
In 1991, Bill started up
a regional paper, The TriCounty Challenger, focus
ing on Marion, Citrus, and
Hernando counties. The
front page was different,
along with some inside
pages. It was merged with
the main paper five years
later, and both The TriCounty and The Challenger
name again shared the front
page, until late 2001.
When talking about his
late partner, Bill said,
"Cleve was a unique man.
He had some very pro
found ideas about how peo
ple should conduct them
selves. He was a people
person. We had an
extremely worthwhile part
nership, and what made it
so was that we never lost
sight of what we came
together for in the 60s. We
recognized too that we saw
ourselves as being bit play
ers on a very large scale.
Both of us tended to shun
the spotlight."
How does he feel about
this next phase of his life?
Bill says, "I’ll approach it
with the same enthusiasm I
always have. Hopefully, I

will be able to involve end...
We
thank
Mr.
myself more in volun
Blackshear
for
his
contri
teerism. And maybe fish
occasionally. Cleve and I butions and commitment to
used to fish a lot off of the this newspaper and the
communities he has served
Skyway."
What are his parting faithfully for more than 35
words to the communities years. While we respect his
he has so faithfully served, need to move on, this
for so many years? "I am organization will miss his
grateful for having the calm and professional
opportunity to make a dif demeanor, and the stability
ference in the lives of many he brought to The Weekly
folk, of being a part of a Challenger. We are grateful
program that was geared to for his trailblazing, and the
the development of the legacy he has left all of us.
We close this tribute
black community as a
with
an excerpt from Bill’s
whole," says Blackshear.
To those he leaves own words, when he served
behind at The Challenger, as editor of The Tri-County
Bill offered these words: "I Challenger. In writing
would encourage the staff about The Challenger writ
to work with the new ers, he said, "I enjoy read
General Manager, and to ing the work of newspaper
put forth their best efforts, writers, most especially the
to offer each other encour work of small, local news
agement, and to remember paper writers. I love
that what we do is not ordi Rambling with Charles...
nary but extraordinary. We Florence always lends an
are presenting the printed array of sunshine. Rosetta,
word to an extraordinary a searcher so timely. Khana
audience that we should is young and has already
turned the corner. Dianne
not take lightly."
On January 31, 2002, has flair... Allene, thank
William Blackshear quietly you for coming back., I
rode off into his next phase.. believe you saved us.
As he did, I concurred with Marilyn, lofty, talented,
his long-time professional spirited and an asset.
associate
Frances Daniel, a true light bearer.
Pinkney’s depictiori of him: Eugene, a pupil of Paul.
"he’s the epitome of digni Frances, with a talent so
ty and good character; he immense as to cause the
maintained his loyalty to spirit to soar. Jim, coura
this newspaper and its geous and bold. Deannie
communities." He prom will keep you on top of
ised Cleve he’d hang in things. Ron gives you the
there with him during Mr. ‘Lowe’ down... I claim
Johnson’s last couple bragging and bottom-pop
years. He then promised ping rights when it comes
the surviving Mrs. Johnson to Challenger writers.
that he’d stay on as long as They’re just a cut above."

NationallyAcclaimed
Singer
Songwriter
Karen
Taylor-Good

she needed him to.-And he
made a commitment to me
that he wouldn’t leave me
in the lurch. True to the

The Hospice Needs Volunteers For Thrift Shops
LARGO - The Hospice
of the Florida Suncoast is
seeking dedicated volun
teers to help run The
Hospice Thrift Shops. The
locations include: 1478 S.
Belcher, Clearwater; 6302
66th Street North, Pinellas
Park; 780 S. Pinellas
Avenue, Tarpon Springs.

PROSTATE

also needed to sort through
items that are donated to
the stores, making sure
electronics work properly
and ensuring clothes and
other items are in good
condition.
Those interested in this
rewarding opportunity are
urged to call Kathy Roble,

Volunteers are needed
to take shifts Monday
through Saturday and espe
cially Tuesdays at the
Tarpon Thrift Shop work
ing in the stores performing
tasks such as running the
registers, pricing merchan
dise and setting up item
displays. Volunteers are

director of volunteer serv
ices at (727) 586-4432.
The Hospice is a non
profit agency committed to
caring for individuals deal
ing with chronic illness,
facing end of life or griev
ing the loss of loved ones.
The Hospice offers com
prehensive hospice and

palliative care, emotional
counseling, spiritual: sup
port and other services *to
the people of Pinellas
County without regard for
race, age, faith, diagnosis
or ability to pay.

LARGO
The
Hospice of the Florida
Suncoast is pleased to
announce that Grammynominated singer, song
writer Karen Taylor-Good
will perform a benefit
concert at the Harborview
Center, 300 Cleveland
Street, Clearwater, FL,
Friday, February 8. A cash
bar will be open prior to
the performance at 6 p.m.
with the concert set for 7
p.m. Immediately after
ward, Karen will meet and
greet guests during a com
plimentary dessert and
coffee reception. Concert
tickets may be reserved by
calling (727) 588-2945.
Seating is limited to 250
people, so interested par
ties are urged to call early.
Mary J. Labyak, presi
dent and executive direc
tor of The Hospice, said,
“We are just delighted that
Karen has chosen to per
form on behalf of our
patients and families. Her
music is-filled with mean
ing and compassion and
strikes a chord with so
many who have had the
privilege of hearing it.”
At a recent National
Hospice and Palliative
Care
Organization
(NHPCO)
convention,
Karen Taylor-Good’s per
formance brought tears to
the eyes of Elizabeth and
former Senator Bob Dole.
Ms. Dole is the national
spokesperson
for
NHPCO.. She thanked
Karen for her powerful
musical message and said,
“My mother is 100 years
old and I found such
strength and comfort in
Karen’s songs.”
Karen Taylor-Good
has agreed to perform in a
series of fund raisers for
various hospices across
the country in conjunction
with the national release
of her CD.

COME SEE MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER &
PROSTATE CANCER SURVIVOR

CANCER

NETWORK

LES BROWN

FREE
BREAKFAST AND
LUNCtl

REGISTER FOR THE
3rd ANNUAL AFRICAN
AMERICAN
MEN’S HEALTH FORUM

Educational
Workshops
Health Screenings

PRIZES include: Airline
Tickets, A Dell Computer, A
Bicycle, Hotel Stays
s
Gift Certificates, an AstraZeneca <
other prizes.
H

by

Presented
The

Florida Prostate
Cancer Network
Saturday, February 23, 2002 -

7:30 am-2:00 pm

Hillsborough Community College-Dale Mabry Campus
To register call 813-259-6006
For more information call 813-806-2800

(H)

s

Duckwall
Foundation

*

A MERCK

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
atuitifitmctfig btmutn life

Frank E.

ST JOSEPH’S-BAPTIST
HEALTH

CARE'

HI University
Community
Hospital

r
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Business Hours:
Wed. To Saturday; 10:30 AM to 9:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM to 7:00 PM
Closed on Monday & Tuesday
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Black Histor laaganza!
By

Shaheed African & Islamic Wear, Inc.

>112* hi t,

,

Join The Celebration And Become
A Part Of This Historic Legacy

SHAHEED’S

§

AFRICAN & ISLAMIC WEAR, INC.

g

Najiyyah’s Designs, American, African and International Fashions, <
^Alrocentric Books, Jewelry, Herbal Skin Products, Black Soap, Shea|3
** Butter, Head WrapsZScarves (Specializing in Erika Badu Style Head
Wraps), Rastafarian Caps, Dreadlock Products, Sunglasses, T-shirts,
Baseball Caps and, Much More
•<

\
Coroe by and shop with Najiyyah at

•^1

Shaheed’s A&IW, lnc.
Maxi Mal!

<~7
^recctbLrlnCf

*d&tadhuLap/L

4301 34th Street St. Petersburg, FL

^aXthnic Fashions
Poetry
Songs
Dances
Drummers
Arts and More...

s
I

(727) 867-1338

.........../&

■
I

' Store Hours: Tues-Sat. 11 a.ro.-7:0G p.m, .
Closed Monday & Tuesday
Now Open at Skyway J>laza-l<M7’63°*i Ave. So
shulweclsafavftf/apj.effin

1

■
1
■

m
*3

Satuday, Feb. 24,2002
3:00 P.M.
G-j
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The South Heritage Health & Rehabilitation Center
cordially invites you to join us as we celebrate

34 years of service
at our Community Education Open House.
*■S"

34TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AND OPEN HOUSE
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH, 2002
,:Wfl
* ^OOPMTO 4:00PM

JL712\£>Jd

HnT A

A KT"T^ VrYT T”

"„WZ

'J

W# S«®te

2:00 TO 3:00PM
"HOW TO MAKE YOUR HOME SAFE FOR THE ELDERLY
A ‘W.TT'X T’TT/'Vf’T' X A TTT'T V T'XTf' A T1TT T^FTT? f''If
AND THOSE WITH DISABILITIES
3:00 TO 4:00PM
SRHEB

Refreshments will be served and door prizes will be awarded.
Please RSVP with Jonnie Jones or Wanda Anthony, (727) 894-5125

We’d also like to salute the professionals who are responsible for
providing the high quality care people have come to expect from
South Heritage Health and Rehabilitation Center:

BI

Angelica Abrencia • Wanda Anthony • Nedra Baynham • Julius Blevins • Mary Bradley • Tobi Brighton • Mary Britt • Sandra Bryant
Mildred Bump • Brenda Burch • Mildred Bush • Angela Clarke • Lonnie Collier • Yola Critton • Thelma Cuthbertson • Lisa Daniels
Angela Davis - Georgia Davis • Rhonda Davis • Tamicia Davis • June Douglas • Nisa Ford • Estella Gardner • Bessie Gillum
Karen Gonzales • Ericka Grimsley • Marie Gross • Ave Guenthner • Ben Henderson • Angelia Hillary • Madeline Isaac • Herbert Jackson
Phyllis Jackson • Rosetta Jenkins • Kimberly Johnson • Jonnie Jones • Barbara Khalil • Natasha King • Terrence Larkin • Terry McIe
Helen McKenzie • Lee McKenzie • Gloria McRae - Audrey Mills • Arlene Mims • Emma Mitchell • Deidre Mobley • Paula Mohr
Antoinette Nathan • Reditio (Rita) Page • Greta Pittman • Virginia Ramos • Odel Randolph • Sharon Reid • Henrietta Roberts
Alvena Roundtree • Ollie Roundtree • Eileen Rust • Robert Smith • Willielene Smith • Carolyn Taylor • Cheryl Tellis
Emma M. Thomas • Carlissa Tucker • Lisa Ward
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in 1849, the path to freedom was 3 feet x 2 feet

Henry Brown prayed for an answer. After thirty-four years of slavery, every waking moment was $<$$umed
with finding an escape. By foot? Boat? Through swampland? All seemed too risky. Thenv^U eame\U hU^.T^we
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free,

first he

must be

imprisoned^ A three-fbot-Tong, Tw/O’fddt-wide wooden crate would

from.

Virginia to the Anti-Slavery Office in Philadelphia. Equipped with nothing more than a fe^Sr biscuits,/-water
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and a tool to drill extra air 'holes',The pressed his soo-pbund frame ihto the narrow box. Once nailed'WTttyMhe
long journey began. Tossed around from wagon to boat, he endured long periods lying on his head and shoulders
In a train luggage car, the ordeal continued. With the sound of the engine his only companion, he saLin his
wooden prison for what seemed an eternity. Then, there was silence. Twenty-seven hours after^t ail began
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the box was pried open. And Henry "Box’’ Brpwn reemerged a free man. Recognizing thoseindividuals who
overcame great obstacles, Toyota joins in celebrating their strength.
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f.

-

Toyota Motor Sale$,ii.$.A;, loo. A

9

10

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7 - 13, 2002

WOMAN’S WORLD
Kenya Collins Takes
Serious Look At Plans
For New Home

Hold Out The Lifeline
ST. PETERSBURG Juanita Parker-Trice a
native of Jacksonville, FL
believes creative expres
sion is a universal language
and has written several
plays addressing social
issues faced by the
African-American commu
nity. Ms. Trice, Executive
Director at Touching Lives
Health Care Ministry in
Jacksonville; is an accom
plished writer, speaker,
presenter, and workshop
facilitator. She published
her first book in 1992 enti
tled “The Follower and
Feelings From the Heart.”
Her second publication,
“Rites of Passage for
Adolescents,” was released
March 1998.
Ms. Trice partnering
with St. Matthews Baptist
Church in the Hold Out the
Lifeline Initiative wrote the
play of the same name as a
way of sharing the alarm
ing news about infant mor
tality in her community.
The play will be the focal
point of a conference Hold
Out The Lifeline: AfricanAmericans Reaching Out,
Touching Lives, Making A
Difference. The confer
ence, addressing health
disparities in the AfricanAmerican community, will
be held on . Saturday,
February 16, 2002 from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at
Bethel Community Baptist
Church, 1045 16th Street
South in St. Petersburg.
The conference will also
feature the four workshops:
Racial
and
Ethnic
Disparities in Health;
Mental Health in the
African-American
Community;
Building
R e 1 a t i o n s h i ps ,
Strengthening Families;
and
Consumers
as
Advocates. Free medical
screenings, door prizes,
lunch, and limited babysit
ting and transportation will
also be provided. The con
ference is free and open to
the public.
Hold Out the Lifeline is

a
faith-based,
public
awareness initiative to
reduce racial disparities in
infant mortality in the
African-American commu
nity
in
Jacksonville.
Churches there joined in
this effort to reduce the
number of babies dying
before their first birthdays
or being born with lifelong
disabilities. The title is
derived from the spiritual
“Through Out the Lifeline”
. Members of congrega
tions are encouraged to
hold out their hands to
someone in the community
who is expecting a child.
Several churches were
funded in this program
including Mount Bethel
Missionary Baptist Church
in partnership with the
Touching Lives Health
Care Ministry of which
Ms. Trice is the Executive
Director. The following
quote is her response to the
question, why did you
write this play? “I’ve
learned that people are
motivated in at least one of
the following ways: (1) by
what we experience, (2)
what we fell, (3) what our
family experienced or (4)
by our perceptions and atti
tudes toward life. I believe
drama occurs in our lives
on a daily basis.
1 use a different type of
drama to provide a mes
sage of urgency, commit
ment, facts and a sense of
community. I hope this
play will promote and
stimulate a‘ community
awareness and involve
ment in the fight for the
lives of our babies.
Keeping in mind that if our
babies do not live the life
line is destroyed. The cast
of Hold Out the Lifeline is
composed of 14 middle
school and high school
aged African-American
youth and seven adults.
The play is entertain
ment for the entire family
with a prevention, educa
tion and awareness mes
sage. It challenges com

munities including church
es, families, friends and
neighbors to think about
what they can do to help
hold out the lifeline. Each
scene promotes involve
ment in the lives of our
youth. Within the play we
hear from busy bodies as
Well as supportive sisters in
the church, Big Mama who
lives in the neighborhood
where everyone goes for
advise, fellows hanging out
on the basketball court,
shop talk in the beauty
salon, workers in the com
munity and drama in the
home.
The play, which pro
motes partners working
together to give our babies
a chance to live, will also
be featured on Sunday,
February 17th during the
morning service at Bethel
Community
Baptist
Church. The Reverend
Doctor Manuel Sykes, a
native of Jacksonville, is
elated to welcome the cast
to worship with his church
family. Pastor Sykes is one
of the founding co-chairs
of the Patricia Initiative.
Patricia is a diverse group
of people who have been
studying and analyzing the
existing racial disparities in
infant mortality rates in
Pinellas County since June
1999. This group has oper
ated as a community-based
initiative supported by the
Healthy Start Coalition of
Pinellas
County
and
includes representatives of
the Black community,
experts in maternal and
child health, managed tare
organizations, government
officials, social service
providers, physicians, cor
porate
representatives,
members of the faith based
community, public school
personnel and private citi
zens. In 2001 tile group
was awarded a two-year
grant from the Allegany
Franciscan Foundation,
The Foundation which
funds a number of pro
grams throughout the state

Student Cast
of Florida was established
in July 1997 by the
Franciscan Sisters of
Allegany is a religious,
tax-exempt,
non-profit
organization. It was found
ed to support programs that
promote social justice and
improve the health, well
ness, and quality of life of
the marginalized, economi
cally poor, and women.
Come out and see these
talented youth and learn
how you too can “hold out
the lifeline and become
involved in the fight for the
lives of our babies”. The
conference is a collabora
tion of • the Pinellas
African-Americans
Targeted Reduction of
Infant Mortality using a
Community Intervention
Approach
(Patricia)
Initiative, the Healthy Start
Coalition of Pinellas, Inc.,

Juanita Parker Trice
the Healthy Start Federal
Project and other commu
nity agencies. For more
information
contact
Gwendolyn
, Reese,
Patricia
Community
Coordinator at 507-6330
ext.
23
or
gdreese@heaithystartpinellas.org.

When a couple becomes
engaged it is traditional for
the groom’s family to first call
on the bride’s family.

LARGO
- Kenya Collins is a very savvy 21year-old, single mother of
two. She has just become a
homeowner. With the
ground just broken at the
lot, Kenya shows off the
plans for her brand new
three-bedroom home. She
did not win the lottery or
inherit the money; instead
she qualified for a mort
gage with income from her
job and with assistance
from Pinellas County
Community Development,
Community
Service
Foundation,
and
the
Family Self-Sufficiency
Program
of
Pinellas
County.
“I was determined to
build,” she says of her first
experiences talking to a
mortgage broker. However,
her income two years ago
would not qualify Collins
for a home she could build.
“I could qualify for an
existing house,” she says,
but she knew that she could
have her dream house with
a little patience.
Since then Collins has
earned two raises from her
employer, Pinellas County,
and
she joined the
Homebuyer’s Club of
Tampa Bay and the
Partnership-to-Ownership
program of the Community
Service
Foundation,

Kenya Collins, right,
shows off the plans of
the home being built to
Cathy Gates,
Community Service
Foundation’s Housing
Programs manager.
Collins’ landlord of her
rental duplex.
Collins took classes,
which- taught her a lot
about the home buying
process, being credit wor
thy, and her options. She
discovered
Pinellas
County’s
Community
Development
program
would help with the down
payment of a home she
could build, and the target
area she selected near
Ridgecrest- Elementary
School and Taylor Lake in
Largo was ideal, she says.
Collins closed on the
property January 3rd, and
she plans to niove her fam
ily into the home by June.
She says she’s saving her
money, probably for the
new furniture she wants to
buy.

BLACK HISTORY

'Designer’s Choice Fashion
Fouticfue, lnc.
5010 E. 7th Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33619
ph: (813) 247-5771 - Linda Berry, Owner Hours: Mon- Sat 10-6

Specializing In......
Designer Ladies Suits
Unique Designer Hats & Clothing
Custom Design Monograms Handkerchiefs

FAMILY EYE CARE
DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN
BOARD CERTIFIED
OPTOMETRIC PHYSICIAN
■ Eye Examinations
■ Eye Diseases
■ Contact Lenses
■ Children's Vision
■ Vision Nutrition Therapy'
"A Personal Touch from Caring Professionals"

SHARE YOUR VISION FOR ALL TO SEE

We accept or match most
Insurance Vision Care plans.
2914 FIRST AVE. NORTH

321-6600

SALUTES THE SPIRIT OF INNOVATION
© 2002 The Coca-Cola Company- "Coca-Cola" is a registered trademark of The Coca-Cola Company.

AMERICAN EXPRESS - DISCOVER - VISA - MASTERCARD » GIFT CERTIFICATES
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ENTERTAINMENT
HBO Commemorates
Black History Month
With “Journey To
Today” Campaign
NEW
YORK
Anchored by two powerful
HBO Films and perform
ance specials, HBO’s 2002
Black History Month cam
paign takes a look at peo
ple and events that have
influenced
AfricanAmericans’ “journey to
today”. The campaign is
supported by local commu
nity events that, will allow
consumers to become an
integral part of the celebra
tion.
“HBO’s Black History
Month campaign pays
homage to the AfricanAmerican
experience,”
said Olivia Smashum, sen
ior vice president,, sub
scriber marketing and busi
ness development at HBO.
“Our goal is to present pro
gramming that not only
explores the historical rela
tionship between Africa
and America, but is also
reflective of the AfricanAmerican culture today”.
Central to the campaign
are
two
productions
acquired by HBO Films
that debut in February. Guy
Deslauriers’ The Middle
Passage (Feb. 9) takes a
realistic look at the horrors
of the trans-Atlantic slave
trade and features Englishlanguage narration by actor
Djimon
Hounsou
(Amistad). Raoul J’eck’s
political thriller Lumumba
(Feb. 16) chronicles the
rise and fall of the contro
versial Congolese leader,

Orlando-Based Multi-Media
Entertainment Company,
Ghetto Savvy Launches Record
Label Division, And Signs Two
Artists

Patrice Lumumba. The
film will be shown in
English on HBO, while the
original French-language
version (with English sub
titles) airs simultaneously
on HBO Signature.
HBO will also be pre
miering Janet Jackson: In
Concert From Hawaii
(Feb. 17) and Jamie Foxx:
I Might Need Security
(Feb. 23). Special encores
of
HBO
Films’
Disappearing Acts and
Introducing
Dorothy
Dandridge, plus HBO’s
late night original series
Russell Simmons Presents
DefPoetry will also be pre
sented during February.
In addition, HBO has
created local community
outreach efforts and att
HBO “African Journey”
sweepstakes:
• Drawing upon “per
sonal” journeys, would-be
urban poets can enter “spo
ken word” competitions
for a chance to perform
their works before a live
audience and via live radio
remotes.
The
“Soul
Poetry” nights will take
place in the following loca
tions: Enigma in Atlanta
(2/13 & 26), Kapiche in
Chicago (2/11 & 25), Club
Crystal’s in Dallas (2/7 &
21), Bohemian Caverns in
Washington, D.C. (2/13 &
20), Le Bar Bat in New
York City (2/10 & 24), and
Reign in Los Angeles (2/7
& 21).

ORLANDO - NBA
veteran and 3-point record
holder Dennis Scott, CEO
and founder of the newly
formed Ghetto Savvy
Record Label, proudly
announces the signing of
rapper/producer Jailbird
and pop/R&B singer/songwriter Jen-Rae.
About the label’s two
acts, Scott declares: “I
liked their talent, energy
and their versatility, as well
as their ability to be hum
ble and listen. These
virtues are what I look for
when I sign artists”. Ghetto
Savvy President, Vaughn
Thomas elaborates: “We
look forward wholeheart
edly to working with Bird
and Jen. We’ll have fun
creating the music, expos
ing their talents and gener
ating some fresh excite
ment in the market place. I
believe Dennis’ accuracy in
identifying musical talent
is as accurate as his 3-point
shooting.”
Jailbird’s debut album

Night
Riders Van
Club———

Label Signing, 2001

ST. PETERSBURG Once again the Nite
Riders Van Club of St.
Petersburg will have their
annual
“Western
Jamboree”. It will be held
at the newly air-condi
tioned National Guard
Armory, located at 3601
38th Avenue South. The
Ball will start at 8 p.m.,
Saturday, February 16th.
There will be prizes
given for best-dressed
western style, cowboy and
cowgirl.
Tickets may be pur
chased from any member
of the club. P. K. Killen,
Business Manager. Phone
822-7689 or 430-8210.

showcased her talents from
New York to Las Vegas
(she recently performed at
the
NSYNC
All-Star
Weekend).
,
Dennis E. Scott, Jr.
Enterprises (DESJ) was
founded in 1992, and is a
multimedia, multifaceted,
entertainment
holding
company solely owned by
NBA veteran, Dennis
Scott. Under the umbrella
of DESJ Enterprises are
diverse companies such as:
Buddies Hair Care, Inc., a
hair care, barber shop and
beauty
salon,
Ghetto
Savvy, Inc-, a pop/hip-hop,
R&B record label, C.
Mann, Inc., several Pak
Mail postal companies,
DESJ Publishing, song
writing and music publish
ing, DESJ Productions, a
record production, produc
er management and events
promotions company and
DESJ Films, film produc
tion company.
For further information
contact (407) 426-7822.

entitled “Bail Money” is
scheduled for release in the
fall of 2002. Jailbird hails
from Orlando and formerly
was known as Jeff Ski
while signed to the Atlantabased Mercedes Record
label. “Bail Money” cuts'
includes “Trunk Fall Off’,
the albums first single,
which has already been
released and is climbing
the Rap singles chart,
“Jailbird That’s Me”. The
versatile artist who is cur
rently developing his solo
career, is also a member of
the Orlando-based hip-hop
outfit The Greedy Bunch.
' Jen-Rae’s
self-titled
debut album will showcase
her vision, versatility and
talents as a singer and a
songwriter. The twentyyear old beauty also hails
from Orlando, and has
been described by industry
insiders as a cross between
the legendary Teena Marie
and Mary J. Blige. A pro
fessional singer since the
tender age of 15, Jen has

Pictured (teflXTQlci Vaughn Thomas, Presxletit. Gheuo
Jailbird, Gheuo Savvy-Arm, Dennis Scott, CEO, GheUo Sawy,
jen>Rae. Giteuo Savvy-Artass arid Jonathan Black,
AHotrs. Ghetto Savvy

,,-x-

Ghetto Savvy Inc.
■

Three Mo'Tenors: Victor Trent Cook (c.), Rodrick Dixon (r.) & Thomas Young (1.)
Photo Crcdif Shot by Jennifer Rodewald for Savio Studio LtC

Highwaymen Artists To Appear
At Safety Harbor Museum —----SAFETY HARBOR i Five popular Florida artists
who helped establish a
unique landscape art genre
and two experts on their
paintings will be at the
Safety Harbor Museum on
Saturday, February 9, to
meet the public and discuss
the traditions and tech
niques of their work.
Paintings by Jhe artists will
be available for sale. The
afternoon gathering starts
at 1 p.m. and ends at 4 p.m.
Previous events at the
Museum featuring the
Highwaymen have been
sold out, so early reserva
tions are suggested.
Painters who will be at
the Museum to tell their
stories and exhibit their art
are James Gibson, Rodney
Demps, Hezekiah Baker,
Robert- Butler, and Mary
Ann Carrol,. Jim Fitch, a
leading authority on the
Highwaymeh, will speak
on the artistic merits of
their work. Mr. Fitch,
Director of the Museum of
Florida’s Art and Culture,
gave the Highwaymen

ALL ARTICLES SUBMITTED MUST BE
Adding nitrogen to the soil
in a garden promotes a
healthy, green color in plants.

TYPEWRITTEN OR NEATLY PRINTED

theiF name, reflecting their
original way of selling
paintings through roadside
display and calling door to
door. Also, present to offer
her insights will be
Zenobia Jefferson, a sculp
tor and high school art
teacher. She was the first to
recognize the talent of the
founder
of
the
Highwaymen movement,
the late Alfred Hair, who
started painting in the
1950s.
Mr. Gibson, who also
began painting jn the
1950s, tells numerous and
amazing anecdotes about
the Highwaymen’s early
days. Fellow artist Rodney
Demps combined careers
as a football coach and
painter. Mr. Baker, who
painted occasionally while
earning his living as an
insurance salesman, mer
chant, and restaurateur, is
now creating new works.
Robert Butler is recognized
as one of Florida’s greatest
landscape artists in the
Highwaymen
tradition.
Ms. Carroll, the only

woman
Highwaymen
painter, is famed for her
bold and aggressive work.
For reservations, please
contact the Safety Harbor
Museum of Regional
History at (727) 726-1668,
Those attending the after
noon event with the
Highwaymen are asked to
bring a lawn chair.
Regular Museum hours
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wednesday through Friday
and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday. The
Museum is located at 329
Bayshore Boulevard South
in Safety Harbor.

Please
Submit Your
Letters To
The Weekly
Challenger
@ 2500 9th
Street. So.
St. Pete

WIN A PAIR OF TICKETS
TO THE CIRCUS
Friday, March 8
2 performance^: 4:30, 7:30

Saturday, March 9
3 performances: 11:00a.m., 3:00, 1:30

Car Crash? What DO I DO Next?

Sunday, March 10 ,
2 performances: 1:30, 4:30
On the grounds of University of South Florida in Tampa

Star 16

Shriner’s Annual 3 Ring Circus Under The
Big Top Featuring:

WWW.AUTOLASH.COM
The Answers You Need...When You Need Them The Most!
For your FREE REPORT by mail Call 345-7113

FEATURING
International Stars

• DIANE HUGHES:

5am-10am Total Praise M-F, With the best
in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

Exotic Animals
Free Petting Zoo

• BONESHAKER:

JUMP START YOUR BUSINESS
Use

a

Skill

or

TaIent

to

Start

or

ExpANd Your Business

10am-2pm with your adult favorites and
good conversation to guide you through your midday.

• UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS? 2 pm-6pm

music to bring you
. home from your work drive has adult music, traffic and inter
views with St. Pete leaders.

• E-SMOOTH:
$ Be

SElF'EMployed $

Elephant Rides

6pm-9pm the rookie is laid back with a positive
town
word for all. Sit back and enjoy the music as you wind ace
from a long day.

Please send or fax to
The Weekly Challenger
2500 M.L. King St. South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 823-2568 (fax)

Business Loans • $500 - $3,500
with Business Workshops To Start A Business

FREE INFORMATION

No Credit - No'Collateral

MEETINGS

St. Petersburg - 1045 16th Street South

6:30 P.M.

SBDC

Every Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday

Expansion Loans
$35>000 with 2 year

up to

CALL TOLL FREE

Track Record of Profitability

1 877.722.4505

MICRO-BUSINESS, USA
Miami-Dade • Broward • Palm Beach • Pinellas
Loan Applicants Must Be US Gtizen Or Resident Alien

A non-profit organization serving the community with business skills workshops and loans for low-moderate income individuals

• TONYCHARLES:

9pm-2am take you back home with your
current favorite blues and greatest oldies.

Name_________ ______________"

Address
For Advertising Call
Donza Drummond, Sales Manager

727-821-9947

Phone

(

)

REQUEST LINE 864-1600

Serving T'amjpa 'Bag Since 1976
Office: 327-WRXB (9792) ”

WWW.MICROBUSINESSUSA.ORG

2060 - 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713

Or Call (727) 896-2922 to
Enter and Win!
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
pleasant Grove mbc
Pastor Joseph Gordon
and the Pleasant Grove
Church family invite you
to worship with them on
Sunday, February 10th.
Choir No. Two will render
song service and Usher
Board No. Two will serve
in the 7 a.m. early morning
worship service. Sunday
school begins at 9:30 a.m.
with
Superintendent
Deacon Philip Carter pre
siding. Mid-morning wor
ship begins at 10:50 a.m.
The Rev. Fred Cooley,
Pastor of the Friendship
Baptist Church of Pinellas
Park will be our guest
preacher
for
“Race
Relations Day”. Choir No.
Two and the Angelic Choir
will render song service
and Usher Board No. Two
will serve.
Also, Choir No. One
will sponsor their annual
Valentine’s Day Tea from
4-6 p.m. Our special guest
will include the McCabe
United Methodist Church
Choir; Sister Bouie with
the Family Spirituals and
others.
Please come out and
enjoy us in a love fellow
ship. Deacon Nathaniel

Newkirk, president
New, members fellow
ship, sponsored by the
Hospitality Guild will be
held on Sunday, February
24th at 4 p.m., Sister Mary
Green, president.
We are one month
away from our church and
pastor’s
anniversary,
which will be held March
10-15 and 17th. You may
begin now rendering your
gifts to your captains or
district leaders. See bul
letin for further informa
tion, Sister Mary Lamar,
chairperson, Sister Cynthia
Tomlin and Deacon Rob
Stewart, co-chairpersons.
Pleasant Grove cruises
to Alaska June 11-19th.
Please see or contact Sister
Kay Curry at (727) 8642937 after 7 p.m. for
details.
Our heartfelt sympathy
goes out to the Green and
Johnson families in their
bereavement
Thought for the week:
“If anyone desires to come
after me, let him deny him
self, and take up his cross
daily, and follow me”.
Luke 9:23

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YO(U TO
YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE
PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

Worship Service Kicks Off Two Series

Rev. Canon Eugene Taylor Sutton

62nd Anniversary For Galilee
Missionary Baptist Church —
Galilee
Missionary
Baptist Church will cele
brate its 62nd Anniversary.
and the pastor’s 22nd
beginning February 13th
through February 17,2002.
The late Reverend Frank
Cubby founded Galilee on
January 14, 1940. Since
Reverend Cubby’s death in
1976, the church has had

only two Other pastors,
Reverend L. P. Davis
(February
1977
December 1979) and the
current pastor, ’ Reverend
Earnest Jones.
You are cordially invit
ed to join us in the follow
ing services:
• Wednesday, February
13th at 7:30 p.m., SL Mark

^Fefrr

HIE WELCOME YOUR

BMBBMMBii iKi i mi imi iMH

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Sunday School

........... 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship

..............................11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship

... 6 p.m.

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting

We welcome you at all times.
Rev. Clyde Williams

Greater St.
Paul MBC

1135 37th Street South, St. Pete, FL

Missionary
Baptist
Church, Reverend Brian
Brown, Pastor.
• Thursday, February
14th at 7:30 p.m., Word of
Life Fellowship Church,
Reverend Ellis Hodge,
Pastor.
• Friday, February 15th
at 7:30 p.m.', Greater St.
Paul Missionary Baptist

Church, Reverend Clyde
Williams, Pastor.
• Sunday, February 17th
at 3:30 p.m., Pleasant
Grove Missionary Baptist
Church, Reverend Joseph
Gordon, Pastor.

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor

4^

Sunday School 10 am.
Morning Service 11:30 a.m.
YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday
Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Night Services 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting, Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Bible Band, Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th street S., • St. Petersburg, FL « 327-3186
Morning Worship........................................ ... . . .7:45 a.m.

(iZmnntunity (Ebnrcb

Sunday School ........................................... 9:15a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship......... .. .......... .10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ......... .:..............5:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Worship ......Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.

2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ences and seminars on contact Chaplain Monga
preaching, prayer, and per Bagasao, 864-7757 or Lena
sonal spirituality and wor Wilfalk, 864-8421.
ship.
Location on 252 acres
of waterfront property in
St. Petersburg, FL, Eckerd
College is a private, coedu
The youth department
cational college of liberal
of Greater SL Paul M.B.
arts and sciences related by
Church will be perform
covenant
to
the
ing in a play entitled
Presbyterian
Church
‘Things Go Better With
(USA). Founded in 1958,
Christ”, on February 8,
Eckerd is a pioneer of
2002 at 7 p.m. ■
responsible innovation Come and witness our
developing programs that
youth on the move. On
have been adopted nation
Saturday, February 9,
wide and earning the col
2002 at 6 p.m. we will
lege an international repu
host an “Evening In Blue”
tation for academic excel
sponsored by the Women
lence. Enrollment is 1580
Intermediate Ministry of
students from 49 states and
The Union Foreign M. B.
63 countries. In addition,
Association, Rev. S. N.
some 1300 adult learners
Lumpkins,
Moderator,
are enrolled in the Program
Sis. Sara Mann, Ministry
for Experienced Learners, a
Leader and Rev. Clyde
degree completion pro
Williams, Pastor.
gram.
For more information

Prayer Tower Church 01 God In Christ

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
jB

Greater St. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

priest and experienced
leader of ecumenical
retreats and conferences
throughout the nation. In
1997, Canon Sutton co
founded
Contemplative
Outreach of Metropolitan
Washington (COMW), an
ecumenical network of
churches and individuals in
the Washington area com
mitted to centering prayer
and renewing the contem
plative dimension of the
gospel for daily living.
He has held teaching
posts in homiletics and
liturgies
at
General
Theological Seminary in
New York, Vanderbilt
University Divinity School
in Nashville, TN, and New
Brunswick
theological
Seminary in New Jersey. In
addition to being a widely
published
author
on
homiletics, liturgy, and
spirituality, Canon Sutton
has led national confer

The Rev. Canon Eugene
Taylor Sutton, canon for
spiritual formation and
director of the Cathedral
Center for Prayer and
Pilgrimage at Washington
National Cathedral, will
lead the evening chapel
service at Eckerd College
on Sunday, February 10th.
The service begins at 7:30
p.m. in Griffin Chapel on
the campus. His sermon is
titled “From Love to
Justice: A Force More
Powerful”.
This service marks the
beginning of a series of
events celebrating Black
History Month at Eckerd
College. In addition, the
service is part of the
Presidential Inauguration
Lecture Series leading up
to the inauguration of
Donald R. Eastman as
Eckerd College’s fourth
president on March 2.
Sutton is an Episcopal

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morn ing Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

Comejoin us at the Cfuircfi where everyone is Wekomel

Deacon Ministry................................... ............................................ .. Deacon Edward Nesbitt
Finance Ministry .................................. .......................................................James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry............................. ...................... . ... ....................Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry . . . ....................... ......................... ....... ..................................... Wyvonnia McGee
"A Church With Passion for God andCompassion for People"

New Faith

10th Street Church Of God

2427 Irving Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 824-2814, Pastor • 323-1290, Church

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Free Methodist Church
qgfLME: Looking Upward, Searching Inward, Striving Onward

207 - 10th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL

Sunday Morning Services

Sunday School . ....................................... ..
.9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ...................................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting/
Bible Study ....................... .7:15 p.m.
Evening Worship (lst & 3rd Sunday) . . . . .6:00 p.m.

Sunday School ................................. ..
.9:30 am
Morning Worship ........................
.11:00 am
Youth Bible Study......................... ..
.Wed. 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study & Prayer Service . .Wed. 7:00 pm

Rev. Curtiss L. Long, Pastor

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

International Headquarters, Anderson, Indiana

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

Emmanuel Christian
Fellowship Inc.
1948 49th St. S. • SL Pete, FL 33707

First Baptist INSTITUTIONAL church

phone:

Church: 327-8072
Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Bible Study (Monday)
7:00 p.m.
Prayer & New Comers Class
(Wednesday)
6:30 p.m.
Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.)
T1 a.m.-12 p.m.

“All Are Welcome” • “Bring A Friend"

You are hereby invited to fellowship with

MB/

Schedule of Services
Church School ,.......... .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ...........11 a.m.
Baptist Training Union .........5 p.m.
Evening Worship .......... ............ 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday.................. ................. ..
.7 p.m.

Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL

3144

Rev. Wayne

323-7518

G. Thompson, Pastor

Sunday School

- 9:30

Morning Worship

a.m.

- 11:00

a.m.

Come Worship With
First Baptist Family

“One weelffrom church mafcs one uieah. ”

the

Fbethel African MeThodisT Episcopal Church^

WINGS OF FAITH CHRISTIAN CENTER
309 - 15th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Telephone (727) 893-1 741

'We’re Busy as

Bees But Sweet As Honey"

■i

Bishop Ronald Moten, Pastor

a

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

Alfreda Moten, Co-Pastor
For more infor
mation, contact
Pastor Jerome
& Pastor Kisha
Jordan at
727-865-7763 or
888-353-9555,
ext. 2445

..let the one that is thirsty come.”
(Revelation 22:17)

Sunday Worship Service
10:30 A.M.
Sunday School 0:30 A.M.

Biskop Ronald Moten and tke Wings ol Faith. Church Family would
lihe to extend to you a personal invitation to worship with us during

Church School........... *..........9:00 A.M.
New Member Class.............. 9:00 A.M.
Morning Worship................... 10:30 A.M.

our scheduled times:,
Sunday Sehoo1
M orning Worship & Child

. 9:30 A.M.
Church-10:45 A.M.

Bible Study, Tues, 7-8 P.M.

Frank Pierce Community Center
2000 - 7th St. S., Rm. 1

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Prayer/Fasting
Intercessory Prayer & Bible Cla

Tuesd ay
Wednesday, 7:30 P.M.

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

Prayer / Bible Study . Tuesday 7:00 P.M.
Youth Bible Study .. Thursday 6:00 P.M^j

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PAPER BY SUPPORTING OUR ADVERTISERS
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Pentecostal Temple COGIC

Prayer Tower COGIC— Travelers’ Rest
hended. We say to all of
you that attended the
revival to hang on and
watch the Lord move! We
appreciate your participa
tion.
Tea and Fashion Review!!
On February 10, 2002,
the Sunshine Band will
host their annual Tea and
Fashion
Review
for
Valentine’s Day and Black
History Month. The Tea
will be held from 4 to 7
p.m. Gome out and support
our Children!
Last Call for Help!!
This week is the last
week that the College
Preparation testing tutor
ing will be offered to new
students. The next session
will begin on this Saturday,
February 9,2002, at 8 a.m.
to 12 noon, and will culmi
nate on the 23rd of March.
Also tutoring is being
offered at the church every
Monday and Tuesday from
5 to 7 p.m. Study to show
thyself approved!
Remember, we can stop
showing mercy to others
when Christ stops showing
mercy to us. Have a
Blessed Week!

“It is of the Lord’s mer
cies that we are not con
sumed, because his com
passions fail not They are
new every morning: great
is thy faithfulness. The
Lord is my portion, saith
my soul; therefore, will I
hope in him. The Lord is
good unto them that wait
for Him, to the soul that
seeketh
Him.”
Lamentations 3:22-25
“I was glad when they
said unto Me, Let us go
into the house of the
Lord.” Psalms. 122:1.
Supt. Elder Clarence
and the entire Prayer
Tower family welcomes
you with open arms to any
of our services an upcom
ing events. Your effectual
and fervent prayers with us
is very much appreciated!
God Bless You!
The Prayer’s of the
Righteous Availeth
Much!!
This past week many
prayers, songs, and praises
went up at Prayer Tower,
during our annual Prayer
Revival Week. The Lord
moved, and is still moving
in ways yet to be compre

IMA To Hold Black
History Week Service
The
Interdenomi
national
Ministerial
Alliance, under the presi
dency of Dr. Gustave
Victor will celebrate Black
History Month with a wor
ship service bringing local
ministers together in fel
lowship and pride.
The Worship will be
held at Dominion Worship
¥

Center, 4016 12th Avenue
South on Sunday, February
10,2002 at 4 p.m. The ser
mon will be delivered by
Rev. Louis Murphy, Pastor
of Mt. Z ion Progressive
Baptist Church.
The public is invited to
join us in this Celebration.
Rev. Curtiss L. Long,
Program Chairperson.
------------- ------------

All Church Articles Must Be
Submitted By Monday No

Welcome to Travelers’
Rest as we celebrate our
rich heritage during Black
History Month. We greet
you in love as brothers and
sisters in Christ. Welcome
to 8 a.m. Contemporary
Worship service. The
morning sermon will be
preached
by
Pastor
Browne. Life Development
Sunday School begins at
9:30
a.m.
Morning
Worship service" at 11 a.m.
Ministry of the Word will
be preached by Rev.
Browne.
The Mass Choir will
sing during the Ministry of
Music, and Usher Board #2
will serve as doorkeepers.
The Men’s Ministry will
serve as greeters.
Members are reminded

of Church Council Meeting
(Conference) on Saturday,
February 9, at 10 a.m. The
architect will be present to
report his findings on our
building expansion pro
gram.
Members
are
encouraged to please attend
this very important session.
All officers and min
istry leaders will be
installed
on
Sunday,
February 17th during our
Midmoming worship serv
ice. Please be present or
have a representative from
your ministry to stand in
for you.
Weekly Activities:
Thurs., Feb. 7th: MidDay Bible Study, 11 a.m.
(An in-depth study of the
scriptures and nursing
Home visitation. Mass

Pastor Joaquin Marvin and the Bethel
Metropolitan Church family invite you to
worship with us on Sunday during the 8
and 11 a.m. services and Church School at
9:30 a.m. The Praise Team, Angelic Choir,
Youth Choir and #2 Usher Board will
serve.
Our midweek Bible Study (NBC) and
Prayer service on Wednesday at 7 p.m. are
designed for the spiritual growth of the
entire family. Transportation is available;

M t. M or i ah M i ssi dnar y Bapti st Chur ch seeks a
Full-Time Organist for it’s 11:00 AM Morning
Wor shi p Ser vi ce, and a M usi ci an for i t’s Young
Adult Choir on 5th Sundays only.
Both Ful I - Ti me Or gani st and M usi ci an, must be
able to pi ay trad tional Gospel, Contemporary,
and regular hyms.

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1

SERVICE
Sunday School
9:30 - 10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

Phone
(813) 328-9412

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

Travelers Rest
Missionary BapusT Church

Morning Worship: 11 am
Youth Hour: 1 Hour Before
Sunset
WEDNESDAY
x
Prayer Meeting: 7:30 PM
ELIM Junior Academy & Day Care Center

The church where everyone is welcome etrthe Spirit of Christ lives.

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 896-5228

Dr. Alvin
Moore,
Pastor

Pentecostal Teipple Ckurck of God

.f>.hi±b fApLUSLofr,

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study Tuesday
Prayer & Bible Study
Wednesday
Intercessory Prayer
Saturday
“fA.

10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:45 a.m.

church working togetherfor the upbuiCding of (Jod's kingdom”

With Allah's Name, The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer

Masjid Al-Muminin

1940 - 49th Street South
", -'\
$t; Petersburg FL.
(727) 321-4986/888-447-PRAY (7729) * Fax (727) 321-3937
: ’ Website: www.breakthroughcc.cofn » E-mail: pastor@breakthroughcc.com
“PROPHETIC FIRE IS FALLING9; ' ' TAPE M1NISTRY/DYNAM1C PRA15E & WORSHIP,

PRAYER 30 MINUTES
BEFORE EVERY SERVICE

»

'

'

Sunday Service 8:30 AM
"Power Breakthrough Service’’ 11
AM ,
< • “A Wight of Prophecy" @ 7:30 PM Sunday
TUESDAY ’WORD EXPLOSION* - 7:30 PM '•
- FRIDAY “JUBILEE SERVICE* 7:30 PM ,

955 - 20th Street SOuth
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
PhOne: 894-4311

"YOUTH IN ACTION*, - Saturday 6 PM
'
' NURSERY/TODDLER MINlSTRY (5 & wider) '
SUNDAY SERVICES ONLY
-RADIO MINISTRY-WRXB-1590 AM ,
Monday through Friday 6:00-6:15 AM
WTAN^K Sund
PM

www.mzprogressive.org

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

P aSTOUR?

Wednesday Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday bible Study: «:uu-y:uu p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

A

Ckrist

BREAKTHROUGH CHRISTIAN CENTER

<zzAAt. Zion <
^Prt,o^rv£,5,5,io£,
^-AA! *> *> innorcu

iij

Imam Wilmore Sadiki
3762 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727)327-8483

“WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Thursday

Sunday School......... .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..11:00 a.m.

Jumuah Prayer - Friday 1:30 p.m.
Qur'anic Stydy - Sunday 11:00 a.m.
Taleem - 12:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist

Bread of Life
Prayer and Bible Study 7 PM
also Youth Enrichment Hour

3700 22nd Avenue S. • 321-0020
Elder Clarence L. Warren, Pastor

lslamic Services

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021
Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m,
Sunday School............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer/Praise Service (Weds.) .. .7:00 p.m.
Rev. Donald
F. Browne

Friendship

Pastor John A. Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and

Mt. Zion Primitive
Baptist Church

Father Callist Nyambo, Pastor

Adventist Church

Sabbath School: 9 am

The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-ramily Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

321-3545

801 - 6th Avenue S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-5246 / 823-1619
SATURDAYS

Phone: 898-3838

Join us as we Cift up the. name ofJesus

Sunday Masses Are At:
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Gospel Choir 9 a.m.
Traditional Choir 11 a.m.

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Rev. Marcus H. Burke, Jr. - Pastor

2101 - 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg

0
w
s
H
I
P

God’s will to be manifest
in us. The Hospitality
Board’s Annual Valentine
Tea presented another
opportunity for the saints
to fellowship. It, too, was a
great success.
Our next upcoming
event is the Sunday School
Tea on Sunday, February
10th from 5-7 p.m. The
Tea will be packed with
fun and games, class com
petition and the excitement
of the crowning of Mr. and
Miss Sunday School.
Family members and
friends are invited to come
and witness the conclusion
of the matter. There will be
something for everyone to
enjoy because “Sunday
School is a family affair”

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

St. Joseph Church

7 CENTER

GRACE

with the greatest breakfast
sale ever! Then the “Super
Sidewalk Sale” was a great
success in spite of the midmorning rain shower. And
finally, the grilled chicken
lunch deal delighted the
taste buds of those who
supported that effort.
Patrons were blessed with
tremendous bargains and
good food throughout the
day. Our sincerest thanks
to all of you who came by.
Holy Communion was
served during the Morning
Worship service after
Pastor Anderson preached
from Matthew 26:36-42.
“Nevertheless, not as I
will, but thy will be done”.
The breaking of our will
allows the fulfillment of

AME Church

Moore's Chapel

3037 Fairfield Avenue
St Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship .......8:00 a.m.
Sunday School...............9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........ ..... 11:00 a.m.

4240 Central Avenue • St Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

The
saints
of
Pentecostal
Temple
COGIC have had a won
derful week of fellowship!
A week-long Bible Study
was presented on Monday
through Friday entitled
“Preparing
For
His
Return”. This study con
cerned the happenings of
the last days, the rapture,
the great white throne
judgment and the tribula
tion period. Special high
lights of the study were the
presentations made by
Elder Ed Smith and Evang.
Erlene Brinson. Interesting
questions and comments
were prompted which
helped to give us greater
insight and encourage our
spiritual growth. Saturday
topped the week off with
fund-raising activities to
support the “Rebuilding
The Walls” Phase II proj
ect. The morning began

Sunday Services:
'
Church School..................................•.................... • 9am
Praise & Worship Services.....................................10:30am
Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service........................................................... 6:30pm
Bible Study
7Pm

Salary is negoti abl e. PI ease contact:

3rd century

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
F
E
L
L

call the church office (327-0554) if you
have a need.
Noon Day Bible Study is held each
Thursday at 12 noon. Pastor Marvin is the
facilitator.
It is our desire to be a friendly people
who offer a kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interest. If you are seeking a
church home we invite you to unite with
us in giving a positive Christian witness in
the spirit of worship.

ORGANIST WANTED

Later Than 4:00 P.M.

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

Choir rehearsal, 7 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9th: Church
Council Meeting, 10 a.m.
Mon.,
Feb.
llth:
District #2 (Deacon Foster)
and #5 (Deacon Hicks)
meeting, 7 p.m.
Tues.,
Feb.
12th:
Trustee Ministry, 7 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 13th: Pfayer
and Praise, 7 p.m. Youth
Bible Study, 7-8:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study, 7:308:30 p.m.
If you need transporta
tion to Church, please con
tact the office at 822-4869
by noon on Saturday.
Travelers’ Rest is the
Church where Christ is the
Center of Attraction and
the Word of God is
Preached. See you in
Church on Sunday!!

Bethel Metropolitan

The Lord
looks
down
from
heaven,
He sees all
the sons
of men.
- Psalm 55

13

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

COME AS YOU ARE - NO DRESS CODE

14
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Emmanuel
Christian—
“Jesus saith unto him, I
am the way, the truth, and
the life; No man cometh
unto the Father but by
Me.” -St. John 14:6
Pastor Evans, led us
into higher heights, and
deeper depths in the Word
on Sunday. You are wel
come as well as invited to
join in the service of the
Lord with us.
Sunday school begins
9:30
a.m,
Morning
Worship begins 11:15 a.m.
Evening Worship begins 6
p.m. Bible Study, Monday,
7 p.m. Youth Bible Study,
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. Prayer,
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
Evangelistic Hour, Friday,
7:30 p.m. Early Prayer,
Saturday, 6 a.m.
We are also equipped
for tutoring classes, and
computer classes.
For more information:
Upcoming events • Feb. 15th: Youth
Movie Night - 6:30 p.m.
Bring a youth.
• Feb. 16th: Nurse’s
Guild’s sale at our future
site, 3501 37th Street
South.
Youth Sunday is every
second
Sunday
at
Emmanuel. Bring your
youth to share in with the
youths that are'glowing
for die Lord. See you
there!
Our prayers are for the
sick and shut-ins, as well
as the bereaved families.
We are still excepting
donations for our building
fund. You may mail your
donations to: Emmanuel
Christian
Fellowship
Church, P. O. Box 15993,
St. Petersburg, FL 33733.

New
Philadelphia
In Pursuit of Spiritual
Unity is the focus at New
Philadelphia during Black
History
Observance.
Proclamation
goal
throughout month of
February is to emphasize
spiritual unity. The Bible
does not speak of political
unity, but in the Body of
Christ, the church is to
become a spiritual organ
ism transposed supematurally in spite of its diversi
ty
Church
family
reminds
parents
and
friends of its “High Noon
History” on Saturdays
throughout February and
March. Black and Women
History will be accentuat
ed. Local black history of
St. Petersburg will be sur
veyed first. Join church
family at the Sanderlin
Center on Saturday at high
noon. Lunch will be
served.
Women’s ministry will
meet on Saturday at the
Sanderlin Center as part of
Black History observance.
This session will com
mence at 11:00 a.m. All
women are urged to be
present on Saturday. The
March meeting will also
be held at the Center in
recognition of Women’s
History month.
Children and youth are
requested to turn in their
grades to Barbara Bolden.
Copies of grade reports
must be seen in order for
children to be monetarily
awarded for satisfactory
progress during recent six
or nine weeks grading
period.

Friendship MBC

Moore’s Chapel African Methodist
Episcopal Church------------------------“Now abideth Faith,
Hope and Love - These
three, but the greatest of
these
is
Love”.
Corinthians 13:13
“Charity begins at home
and spreads abroad.” This
is a saying that was really
proven at the District
Conference
(St.
Petersburg) by Rev. James
T. Blount (our Pastor) and
our Associate Ministers:
.Rev. Ira Whitson & Rev.
Geraldine Gray. These
three
ministers
have
enlightened, inspired and
captivated our members &
visitors during their many
speaking opportunities at
Moore’s Chapel.
Rev. Blount will deliver
the sermon during the
opening
session
Wednesday, Feb. 13th at 12
noon. Rev. Whitson will
conduct a workshop on the
“Importance of Praise” Wednesday, 3 p.m. Rev.
Gray will preach - Friday,
12 noon.” Hour of Power.
Come and share these serv

Writing, Art, Music (vocal,
ensemble & instrumental).
Non-competitive
areas:
Drama & Spelling. Our
YPD President is Jason
Mells, a very energetic and
productive sophomore at
Northeast High School.
Jason is also the Worship
Leader for the Tampa
Florida Conference YPD.
Sis. Simona Jones is
Moore’s Chapel YPD
Director.
Coming Events:
February 16: Outreach
Ministry for the Homeless.
Feeding and clothing give
away for the Homeless -11
a.m. thru 2 p.m. Fellowship
Hall (Annex):
February 23: Share
Ministry - Distribution of
Share Packages - 11:30 Fellowship Hall (Annex).
February 24: Men’s
Day Celebration - Chaired
by Brothers Willie Frank
Bryant, Lucious Bryant and
Amos Leonard. Theme:
Through
Faith,
the
Christian Man Serves: His

ices with us. This is an invi
tation “you just can’t
refuse.”
Our 2nd Quarterly con
ference will be Friday Feb. 8th at 7:30 p.m.
Presiding Elder Jerome L.
■Denmark will be in charge.
He will also preach at the
11 a.m. service on Sunday,
Feb.i 10th. At which time
we will be observing
Founders Day. Paying
Homage to our founder Richard Allen. We are
encouraging our members
to wear African Attire. We
are hoping to create the
atmosphere that existed in
Mother
Bethel
Philadelphia, PA, our
founding home.
Black Heritage week
end is an Episcopal Event
that is held each year in
February by the Young
Peoples
Department
(YPD). This year it will be
held in Lakeland, FL - Feb.
16 and 17th. Competition
areas will be in Black
Poetry (speaking), Creative

Bethel A.M.E.
Pastor Hardy and the
members of Bethel wish to
invite everyone to join us
this Sunday as we cele
brate Founder's Day. This
day is celebrated by all
A.M.E. churches through
out the world. One morn
ing, at St. George's, while
prayer was going on
Richard Allen heard a con
siderable scuffling and
low-talking. As he raised
his head, he saw trusteespulling Absalom Jones and
William White off their
knees informing them they
could not kneel and pray at

Home, the Church and the
Community.” Scriptural
reference for the program:
Romans 10:17 - “So then
faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of
God”. 8 a.m. - Speaker Brother Christopher Irvin Moore’s Chapel AME. 11
, a m. - Speaker - Rev.
Ernest L. Gordon - St.
James AME, Savannah,
GA.
February 25, 26, & 27:
(Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday) Revival-Rev.
Ernest L. Gordon will be
the Evangelist for these
nights. We will give more
details next week.
Reminders:
For transportation to
Church School, Bible
Study, and Church, please
contact Brothers: Tony
Macon (328-0022), Willie
F. Bryant (894-6067), or
Mose Bell (906-8225). For
church scheduled events,
please see ad in newspaper.

“The Lord is

the alter.Once the prayer four years, Episcopal
was over Richard Allen, because of what -we
Absalom Jones, William believe. The church is
Gray and William Wilcher located in Philadelphia, Pa.
were charged with locating and is now known as
a lot to build a church. A Mother Bethel. There are
blacksmith shop was pur about 1,200,000 members
chased and rebuild for today. Richard Allen was.
worship. July 1794 the bom February 14, 1760,in
building was dedicated and Philadelphia Pennsylvania,
named Bethel African a slave to a Quaker lawyer.
Methodist
Episcopal The Board of Christian
Church. African - because Education will be present
were are of African decent, ing a program and asking
everyone to wear African
doctrine and church gov attire.
ernment, and it holds a
general conference every

great and is to

TrINCFY

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Membership Training 5 p.m.
Bible Study & Prayer
Meeting Tuesday 7 p.m.

presiding.
A second service is
held at 10:45 a.m. opening
with the Praise Team.
This afternoon at 7
p.m., the Friendship family
will join with First Baptist
Institutional in observing
Pastor Wayne Thompson’s
13th Anniversary. The
Male Chorus, Voices and

ty-

THERE IS ONLY ONE
RACE IN THIS WORLD THE HUMAN RACE

praised; His
greatness is
beyond under
standing.”
Psalms 145:3

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH
2051 - 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL33712
Rev. F.G. Jackson, Pastor
(813) 822-2455
Church School.........9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship....11:00 a.m.
B.T.U......................... 5:00 p.m.
Evening Worship
6:00 p.m.
Tuesday Evening
Bible Class.............. 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday Youth
Rehearsal................ -5:30 p.m.
Thursday Prayer & Church
School Study........ ...7:30 p.m.
1st & 2nd Saturdays SR.
Choir Rehearsal.... 11:00 a.m.

St. John Missionary Baptist Church
1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
Clearwater, Florida-33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056
Rev. Fleming Tarver, Pastor

Sunday Services
Sunday Service ...........................................................8:00 a.m.
Sunday School..................................................................... 9:30a.m.
Morning Worship .......... ............................................11:00 a.m.
Baptist Training Union .................................................5:00 p.m.
Weekly Services
Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Hie church where everybody is somebody and Christ is ad.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

2830 - 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727)327-8560

1800 - 18th Avenue S„ St. Petersburg, FL
Reg. Bragg L. Turner, Pastor

Sunday and to all activities
and events during the
week.
Service begins at 7:45
a.m. with the Deacons
Ministry
leading
the
Devotion.
The
Male
Chorus will render the
song service. The No. 2
Ushers will greet you, and
Pastor Evans will preach
the divine word.
Church school begins
at 9:30 a.m. with the
Assistant Superintendent

be highly

THE FAMILY THAT PRAYS TOGETHER STAYS TOGETHER*/
Faith Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church

Second Sunday Ushers are
asked to serve. The
Congregation is asked to
support this fellowship.
Faith: Behold, his soul
which is lifted up in Him;
is not upright* in Him: but
the just shall live by His
faith. - Habakkuk 2:4
Schedule of Events:
February 14th: 7-8:45
p.m., Prayer/Praise Service
and Bible Study. Also,
Youth Enrichment Hour
and Computer Lab.
Our attendance is con
tinuing to grow as we
study in depth, the word
and how we can apply it to
our every day lives.
Saturday,
February
16th: 2 p.m., 55 Plus
Ministry Meeting.
Tuesday,
February
19th: 6:45 p.m., Youth
Ushers Ministry.
Wednesday, February
20th: 12 noon, Noonday
Bible Study, also each
Wednesday from 12 noon 2 p.m., Bread of Life
Ministry serving lunch to
all needy in the communi

“When Praises go up,
Blessings come down.”
Pastor John A. Evans,
Sr., the official church staff
and the entire Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
family invite you to wor
ship with us on this

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church

9:00 AM. . .................................................................................. Prayer Time
9:30 AM................................................................................... Sunday School
11:00 AM.......................................................................... ................. .. Worship
12:30 PM..................................................................After Service Fellowship
Wednesday 6:30 PM Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the Gospel
and a Christian community for everyone

930 - 18th Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. John Copeland, Pastor
Morning Worshi........................................................................8:00a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................... 9:30a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship..................................................11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Class Wed...................................7:00p.m.

Dr. Frederick D.
Terry

Communion is observed quarterly
the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

'The Church That's Moving Forward Together"

For transportation to the church, call 327-8196 ort327-2391.
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

2550 9th Avenue S. St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship........... ...................................... .7:00 a.m.
......................... ..9:30 a.m.
Sunday School.............................
......................................10:50
a.m.
Morning Worship........................

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Baptist Training Union............

.......................................4:30 p.m.

Communion-

............ 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

"Soaring Higher in
Christ Jesus"

African Methodist Episcopal Church
Sunday- Church School,
Sunday- Worship Service,

Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays........................................................................... 7:30 p m.

Bro. Robert Smith

Saint Mark
,

Hiesday- Operation "BIG EAR",

9:45am
11:00am
6:00pm- 7:00pm

Spiritual Counseling
■ Wednesday- Prayer Meeting & Bible Study,

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”
Rev. Joseph Gordon

7:00pm- Until
Sunday Morning Bible Class....................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ....... .10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday........... .. . .7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ........... ..
.5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .......7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .. . .7:00 p.m.

STewarT-Isom Memorial ChrisTian MeThodisT
Episcopal Church

327-0997

(813)327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
Rev.. Calvin Hopkins

Vo QoiCBe'Ilie §(ory”

INC

Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor
SUNDAY /
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY
Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.
PRAYER TIMES
Tuesdays. Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays. 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.
RADIO BROADCAST
Sundays 7:45 a.m.
If you would like to come to church and do not have a way, call
327-0997.
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

• Saturday- Young Men's Bible Study, "Teen Word’’
Each 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month

1820 Walton Street S„ St. Pete, FL 33712

Christ Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712

’ Thursday- Tutoring for K thru 5th,
6:30pm- 7:30pm
• Friday- Great Book Review for Youth, 7:00pm

Greater Mt. Zion
African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

9:00am- 10:00am

Pastor Keturah
D. Pittman

2232 62nd Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

/

(727) 867-2400

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church
3455 - 26th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-0554
"Church of The Open Door"

Rev. Joaquin
Marvin

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship:
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Wed. NBC/AWANA/Bible Study/
Praise & Prayer 7:00 p.m.
v
Thurs. Midday Bible Study
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.
Sat. Noon Day Prayer Hour
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.
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First Annual Black History Essay Contest
Presented By The Weekly Challenger
Sponsored by:

Edward White Hospital

Proudly Serving the Community Since 1976
Center for Wound Care and Hyperbaric Medicine • Orthopaedic Center of Excellence
Rehabilitation Institute • Sleep Lab
2323 -9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 • (727) 323-1111
www.edwardwhitehospital.com

Black History Essay Contest
Drs. Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Lewis
(My Grandparents)
By Louisa D. Powell
Some
people
will
choose to write about a
famous African-American
who is no longer alive, but
I decided to write about a
person who is more than
just famous culturally. I’m
genuinely proud to say that
this person is my grand
mother,
Dr.
Virginia
Frances Lewis, who is still
with us today. Even though
Mrs. Lewis and her hus
band Dr. Robert E. Lewis
are not my biological
grandparents, I still could
n’t have asked for a better
set of grandparents.
I first met my grandpar
ents in 1996. At that time
my foster parents, Mrs.
Bettie J. Powell and Mr.
Roosevelt Powell were
honoring
African-

grandmother was bom in
1907. My grandmother
graduated from High
School at age 15, the same
age as Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., whom she has
also met.
Grandma received her
two-year certificate to
teach from a Normal
School in Chicago at the
age of 18, but needed to be
19 years old to teach. The
elementary principal regis
tered her as age 19. I’ll bet
that day the principal had
to see the very thing that I
see in grandma each day
she’s blessed to live, which
is her ability to cure illiter
acy in those who are will
ing to learn.
I was in SLD (Specific
Learning
Disabilities)
classes from first to fifth

American

grade, but thanks to both »

have been married 50 years
or more. Among those life
long couples to be honored
that night were my grand
parents who had been mar
ried for 66 years.
When mommy and
daddy adopted my sister
and me as their official
daughters in 1998,1 imme
diately inherited more fam
ily than I had ever dreamed
of. Grandma and grandpa
agreed to be our grandpar
ents, even though he was
94 and she 91. My once
impoverished life has been
blessed with such rich
abundant joy now that I
truly know the meaning of
family.
After being so angry,
about my horrible child
hood, my grandmother told
me that one of her grand
parents was a plantation
slave owner and the other
was a slave. She said, “I
didn’t let my grandparents
bondage or my parents
identity hamper me from
who I’ve become”.
After hearing this, I
started focusing on becom
ing me, then later, my
grandpa revealed to me
that his father was born a
slave to a Kentucky planta
tion owner who freed him
from servitude at the age of
8 to baby-sit for a white
family. My grandfather
was bom in 1903 and my

my mother and grandma’s
encouragement, I’ve risen
to the top with all my aca
demics, specifically litera
ture. I’m also a high school
honors student with an esti
mated G.P.A. of 3,7. My
grandmother taught me to
always challenge myself
for bigger and better
things, such as earning a
full scholarship to a
College or University of
my choice.
There was a time, in my
life when I resented my
biological parents for giv
ing up their parental rights
so carelessly. This resentful
attitude only made matters
worse for me and my
adopted parents. It got so
bad that every time I would
flashback to any early
childhood memories there
would always be a feeling
of hatred. I would take my
feelings out on my mother,
who loved me.
My mother was at her
wit’s end one day when she
said, “that’s it, we’re going
to your grandmother’s for
help”. When we arrived,
grandma asked mom to let
her have a few hours alone
with me, and mom agreed.
I told grandma how I felt
about my biological par
ents.
Grandma
told
of
instances where she was
the victim of racism and

Louisa D. Powell
hatred. She didn’t pretend
to know what I felt, but
instead, she told me what it
feels like to be the object of
others hatred. She told me
that it hurts when someone
despises you for something
you did not do to them.
Grandma said, “now that’s
how your mother must feel
because the daughter she
loves so much only shows
her hatred”.
I began to realize how I
was not only hurting
myself emotionally, but
also my mother. Grandma
helped me to realize that
hating others is not worth
it. Now, I have the greatest
relationship with my moth
er.
Grandma received her
Bachelor of Arts Degree in
1937, and her Master’s
Degree in 1942 from
Northwestern University.
Both grandma and grandpa
received their Doctor of
Education degrees in 1960
from Harvard University.
As grandma progressed so
did grandpa. Grandma
became a school principal
before grandpa. When
grandma became Assistant
School Superintendent of
Chicago Public Schools,
grandpa became Area
Superintendent
When they retired and
moved to St Petersburg in
1987,
they
became
Motivational Speakers at
Eckerd College. Since they
lived in College Harbor, a
condo very close to the col
lege campus, they were
often called upon to teach
English to foreign students.

My grandpa would take
me way back in history,
which at times made me
feel like I was there. My
grandma was a relative of
Whitney Young, and she
had a great friendship with

Johnny Ruth Clarke. My
grandpa and grandma
always made me feel spe
cial, especially after being
adopted, which has also
been a blessing for me.
My grandpa passed,
away May 2001, at the age
of 98, but I will never for
get what he taught me
about kindness, patience,
love, sweetness, and how
to treat people. At the pres
ent time, my grandma is 94
years' old and still very
sharp and bright.
I enjoy talking to my
grandpa
and
looking
through her photo albums
and her library. As a matter
of fact she is an outstand
ing resource for me when
dealing with a lot of my
high school class assign
ments. My grandma is so
brilliant, that I know she
can compete with anyone
in the world.
I know I could have
written about Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., Dr.
Charles Drew, Mrs. Mary
McLeod Bethune, or Mrs.
Harriet Tubman. They
were all great people, but I
wanted to write about
someone living today who
has had such an impact on
my life.

Black History Essay Contest
The Four Little Girls
By Jasmine Jones
The purpose of this
essay is to tell you of an
African-American that has
made an impact on a group
of people or the world. My
essay, you can say, is a lit
tle different. Instead of one,
I have four. Their names
are Addie Mae Collins,
Cynthia Wesley, Denise
McNair
and
Carole
Robertson. To some these
names may ring bell but, to
others, they are just names.
The names that were just
listed are the victims of the
‘Birmingham Bombing’.
These are the people I have
chosen to tell you about. I
look up to them and this is
why.
The setting is in
Birmingham,
Alabama.
The day is Sunday and the
year of 1963. This is the era
of racism and hatred. The
era that equality between
others was1 nowhere near
equal. It was an era of
heartache. However, this
was not on the minds of the
four little girls. While in
the washroom, now called
the bathroom, the first day
of school was the talk of
the day. Addie Mae, an
eighth grader, attended Hill
Elementary. Denise attend
ed
Center
Street
Elementary. On the other
hand, Cynthia and Carol
attended High School.
They all were known for
good grades and upbeat

attitudes. They all were
looking forward to the next
day of school. They didn’t
know that this was the last
day of their delicate lives.
Just minutes later a bomb
was detonated. The four
girls were killed instantly.
This came as a surprise
to some and pleasure to
many. The parents and
members of the Sixteenth
Street Baptist Church were
thankful to be alive but
were saddened by the sor
row of the deaths of the
‘Four Little Girls’. After
the blast, the police arrived
Jasmine Jones
quickly. The church was in
flames and people were Addie because of her spirit. represented a symbol - the
symbol of freedom. In this
everywhere screaming and Addie just loved life.
Cynthia, another of the time, many hurtful things
yelling, telling you that
something major had hap children killed, made happened but this was the
pened. The police and fire friends easily and often most devastating. These
men removed some of the invited, others to church. girls had great potential.
debris. Panic and fear Her father would patrol the They could have accom
struck the hearts of the peo streets at night for would- plished anything. They
might have become, the
ple as the four bodies were be mischief makers. ,
taken out. The four little
Denise McNaii liked :-first • woman president or
girls were pronounced dolls and loved to make the Supreme’ Court Judge.
dead. The mothers of the mud pies. She helped raise One of them could have
dead ran up to their chil funds for musctilar dystro even found the cure for
dren wildly, to get a view phy. Friends and neighbors AIDS. Anything could’ve
of their scar-tom bodies.
said she smiled a lot and been accomplished. These
girls were sacrifices to the
One of the dead chil was a ham.
dren, Addie Mae, had two
Carole loved to dance world in order to bring
sisters. Daily they would and was looking forward to about equality. They are
go door-to-door selling the annual spring recital considered heroes.
To end, all I would like
aprons and other products where the students could
to
say
is thank you to the
made by their mother, Alice wear make-up and wear
Collins. Addie also liked to their hair down. She also four girls. Now, because of
play ball. Her older sister was a straight ‘A’ student them I can become whatev
er I want to be!
says that she remembers and sung in the choir.
her
underhand
pitch.
I say these four people
People too remember are special because they

Black History Essay Contest
Tony Dungy
By Chase Lewellen
The African-American
football
coach,
Tony
Dungy has affected my life
a lot. He’s been very nice
to charitable organizations
and I admire him. Now I'
will tell you why I admire
the respected guy.
One of my first reasons
why I admire Tony Dungy
is because he always keeps
his cool. Every time he
wins or loses it doesn’t
matter. When he loses he
just says that he’ll do better
in the aspects of the game
next time. When he wins
he’s proud but doesn’t
brag.

Another
reason
I
admire Tony Dungy is
because whatever happens
to him, he always stays on
track. When he got fired he
still drove in his carpool
for his son’s school.
The third reason I
admire Tony Dungy, well,
it’s kind of two reasons but
he gives lots of money to
charities and when a reli
gious group comes into
town he lets them stay at
his home.
Of all the reasons, I’d
just like to say, I admire
Tony Dungy.

Chase Lewellen

congratulates the winners of the Black History Essay Contest
The Weekly Challenger Thanks The Above Organization For Their Support In Publishing These Student's Writings
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A. NIKKI GASKIN-CAPEHART

Chef Elzo Atwater

General Manager

H

Please Call:

Liberty
Tax
Service

932 58th St. No. • Tyrone
Gardens • St. Pete, FL 33710

727-422-2590

(727) 347-3300

or page:

Fax (727) 347-3309

727-438-8206

$20.00 OFF

I

Book your Family Reunion & Weddings for a

15% Discount

With This Coupon

b
P

I
I

STUDENT, SENIORS,
MILITARY & VOLUME
DISCOUNTS!!!

I
I
I

I
I
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Strength & Conditioning
Personal Training
Supplementation
Lifestyle Enhancement
Personal Consultation

......GS

PtsoacoSaaiB ®l? WoaSGa
Use this ad
to recieve
up to

Use this ad
to recieve
up to

$20.00 Off

$20.00 Off

your next
purchase!

$1 off admission at
historic
SUNKEN GARDENS

1825 Fourth Street N,

your next
purchase!

Open Wednesday through Sunday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
551-3100

P.O. Box 732
St. Pete, FL 33731
jrdintl @ hotitiail.com
(727) 864-3302
Computer Sales
Tech Support & Training
Desktops & Laptops
Parts & Accessories
Digital Imaging

MENTION THE CHALLENGER
ANDQUAUFYTO WIN 128
MEGS OF MEMORY ORttCT.
DIET FUEL!

expires 3/31/02

I (Peace (Productions & (Photography
"Where Every Occasion Is A Special Occasion"
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I
I
I

•Photography & Journalism
Advertising

Allene Gammage-Ahmed
An Affiliate of

• Special Events

The Weekly Challenger

Church & Business Functions

(727)896-2922

• Class & Family Reunions

With Assignment Order
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I

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!'

Your Community Newspaper
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Local News You Just Don’t Get Anywhere Else

I

lnspirational Stories
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I

Valuable Discounts!

Mention This Ad Get $5.00 OFF Annual Mailed Subscription Rate
.727- 822-8996 (ph) • tchallen@tampabay.rr.com • 727- 823-2568 (fax)
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Books

1 p
Shop with

a Gift Expressions

Visit e-Shop with Alta and refer a friend. Your name
will then be entered into a monthly drawing for a gift

Figurines • Art • Greeting Cards • Videos
Greek Paraphanelia • 2002 Calenders • Perfumes & Colognes

Mention this ad and receive

fjtfta

One-Stop Access to the Best Products & Services on the Net.

Featuring books by today's top African-American Authors
Also:

basket full of useful items. To enter, please fill out the
appropriate form on the site. The Winners will be
announced on the website on the 30th of each month.

10% OFF

This offer is for Tampabay residents only.
Located in the Maxi Mall - 4301 34th St. South, Suite 102

Jl

www.e-shopwithalta.com

Next door to the Nail Shop • Open 7 Days a Week
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727-867-3696

SHAHEED’S
AFRICAN A ISLAMIC WEAR, INC.
• Najiyah’s Designs

YOUR
AD
HERE!!

• American, African and
International Fashions
• Afrocentric Books
• Jewelry
• Herbal Skin Products
• Black Soap
• Shea Butter
• Head wraps/Scarves

Come by and shop with Najiyyah at

(Specializing in Erika
Badu Style Head Wraps)
» Rastafarian Caps
»Dreadlock Products
►' Sunglasses
•T-Shirst
> Baseball Caps
• Much More!

Shaheed’s A&IW, Inc.
Maxi Mall

4301 34th Street
St. Petersburg. FL
(727)867-1338
Hours: Wed-Sat. llam-7:00pm
Closed Monday & Tuesday
Now Open at Skyway Plaza
1047 62nd Ave. So.
shaheedsaiw@aol.com
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LUBE, OIL & FILTER CHANGE
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TIRE ROTATION & MULTI-POINT
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INCLUDES:
• Engine oil replacement tip to 5 quarts

INSPECTION

°n,y

$29.95

• Complete chassis lube
• New Mopar Oil Filter
• Remove and rotate tires

Spending too much $$$$$$$ for advertising?????

Save More!!!
Advertise in The Weekly Challenger!!!
Call us for details!!
P
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t.m.

Auto & Home Tinting • Church Designs
Graphics

Next to Frogues • 21 Years at the SAME location

• Multi-Point Inspection
(see service advisorfor details)

OFF

Chrysler, Dodge, Plymouth and Jeep Vehicles Only.
Specialty Vehicles, Additonal Diagnostics and Additional or Special Fluids are extra.
Coupon Must Be Presented On Or Before 3/15/02

or

FREE SUN STRIP

DAYTON ANDREWS
DODGE INC.

with this coupon
(Sun strip on auto tinting only)

2301 34th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

(727) 321-0500

3337 22nd, Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

I I

(7271327-4288 • Fax (7271321-6004

h
Don’t miss this special coupon page the first week of every month with loads of great values - A Great Place to Advertise Your Business - and for much less!
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NATIONAL NEWS
Village Life Teaches
Students An Ancient
Art of Kente Weaving
CHICAGO, IL - The
International Youth Edu
cation Program’s “Summer
Camp in Africa” offers stu
dents ages 8-16 a unique
cultural experience for
three weeks during the
summer by participating in
a educational camp in
Ghana, West Africa where
they learn the ancient art of
weaving Kente cloth, a
custom in West Africa that
has been practiced and
passed down from genera
tion to generation for more
than 600 years.
Kente cloth is a tradi
tional “ceremonial” cloth
hand-woven on a horizon
tal treadle loom. Cloths
come in various colors,
sizes and designs. It is also
worn for important social
and religious occasions and
is the traditional garment
worn by African Kings and
Queens. The Ashanti Kente
from Ghana is very popular
and its pattern has World
recognition. It is more than
just a piece of cloth; it is a
visual representation Gha
na’s history, ethics, moral
values and social code of
conduct. The root word of
Kente is kenten, which
means basket. The first
Kente weavers used raffia
fibers to weave cloths that
resembled a kenten (bas
ket).
During Summer Camp
in Africa, students learn the
art of weaving from young
experienced weavers. Since
each design tells a story,
weavers demonstrate the
impprtance of each color
ful thread in making a
cloth. Students learn a
valuable lesson in handeye coordination, patience,
and creativity. “By explor
ing Africa students will
begin to understand and
appreciate what the conti
nent has to offer. This pro
gram not only teaches the
art of weaving, it also pro
vides students with hands
on opportunity to live in a
village, interact with Afri-

can youth and experience a
different life,” said pro
gram director, Samaiyah
Agbai.
A welcoming ceremony
is held for students each
summer when they arrive
in the Volta Region of
Ghana. They are greeted by
the village chief and elders
and wrapped in ceremonial
cloth that signifies their
new beginning. A ceremo
ny takes place where each
student receives art Afri
can name and a precious
bead to commemorate the
event “For African-Amer
icans, this type of heritage
was lost during the many
years of the slave trade, but
it continues in Africa and is
a very significant part of
the African culture today,”
said Mrs. Agbai.
Summer Camp in Afri
ca is a three-week educa
tional stay in Ghana, July
13-August 3, 2002, with
visits to two neighboring
African nations, Togo and
Benin. Students are given a
cultural orientation upon
arrival. After spending a
few days in the capital city
of Accra, campers will
journey to a rural village to
learn about everyday life in
Africa. They learn the
basics of traditional drum
ming, farming, dancing
and signing, participate in
community service project,
preparing local dishes and
learning the art of weaving
Ghana’s famous Kente
cloth. Students will also
have a rare opportunity to
visit a rainforest to learn
about trees used for natural
medicines and view nature
at its finest.
For more information
on how your organization
or individual child can get
involved or to help send
youth to Africa, write
IYEP Summer Camp in
Africa, P.O. Box 1621
Sauk Village, IL. 60411 or
call.(708) 753-0706, email:
IYEP@Africamail.com.

“Mississippi Swamp” To Tennessee
Williams Literary Festival-------------Orleans to address a Lyc about his historical re
eum at Dillard University. search at traditional black
The annual literary party colleges including Spell
named for the playwright, man, Tougaloo, Jackson
Tennessee Williams, will State and Dillard. His book
be held in March of 2002. has also been selected for
In Hatch’s own words, “I the Natchez (Mississippi)
get a room in the French Literary and Film Festival
Quarter and all the gumbo I in February of -2002.
Mississippi Swamp is
can eat”.
the
tumultuous story of
Mississippi Swamp was
released in Chicago this fiercely self-reliant Rose
Author John Hatch
summer. Audrey Peterson, and eager-to-make-a better
BERKELEY - John Hatch, editor of American Legacy world Cicero Morgan.
author of the ground-break magazine, wrote, “I re They are interned together
ing historical novel Miss - ceived Mississippi Swamp preceding the Battle of
issippi Swamp (available at yesterday and cannot put it Vicksburg and fall in love.
2ndsightbooks .com), has down. Fantastic!” The To protect their Africanbeen invited to join a panel Chicago Tribune placed American family against
of writers at the prestigious Hatch among African- the terror of Reconstruc
rennessee Williams Liter American writers who tion, they settle inside the
ary Festival in New “counter the misconcep Great Mississippi Swamp,
Orleans.
tions of slavery and attempt 4 million acres of wilder
The author was ap to set the record straight”. ness remaining uncut after
proached with the coveted The author has lectured the Civil War. It becomes a
invitation while in New

home they cal “Africa” and
(in succeeding volumes)
the site of this century’s
New Africa, Mississippi.
John Hatch practiced law in
the Bay Area for many
years. Born in Mississippi
in 1941, Hatch migrated to
Chicago in the early 50s.
He graduated from the
Harvard Law School and
practiced law in Chicago in
the late 60’s and early 70’s
before
relocating
to
Berkeley, California, where
he now resides.
In 1981, while a mem
ber of the West Oakland
Writers Workshop, he
ceased practicing law full
time and spent twenty years
researching and writing
“The New Africa Chron
icles” of which Mississippi
Swamp is Volume One. He

is also the author of
“Episode from an Ancient
Script,” which was per
formed at San Francisco’s
Buriel Clay Theater
in 1979. His poetry
and short stories j
have been pub
lished in thej
magazines
Genetic Dan
cer and Cen -t
izas maga
zines. In
1 99 1
Jukebox'
Press published a j
collection of his poems.
Hatch reports that
growing up in Mississippi,
all he had ever seen were
endless cotton fields. Like
so many, his family relocat
ed to Chicago. His family

made the move the year
after young Emntett Till
from Chicago was lynched.
In Chicago, Hatch graduat
ed from De la Salle High
School.
“fe^Mississippi
Swamp is the
first installment
of Hatch’s twen
ty years of re
search and writing.
It is the love story of
two fictional charac
ters, Cicero and Rose
Morgan. Their growing
up, meeting and falling
in love in a grim time pro
vides the skeleton for the
story of the settlement of
what would become Africa.
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Rich History.|r®d Heritage,
HeAlthyTIitorb?

*

■WENT SECOND HAND SMOKE

■HK

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

We Have an amazing legacy to offer our youth. However, if you smoke near children or allow
others to smoke Ground them, you may be jeopardizing their chances for a healthy future.

Secondhand smoke contains over 4,000 deadly chemical compounds, including.

A professional weaver shows students how to
thread a Kente loom

• acetone

• carbon monoxide

• hydrogen cyanide

• ammonia

• formaldehyde

• nickel

• benzene

• formic acid

• zinc and more

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Each time a smoker exhales, this is what everyone around them inhales! ,
Let’s pass on our rich history and proud heritage to our youth. For information on how to share a healthy future,
contact the Florida Department of Health, Division of Health Awareness and Tobacco at 850-245-4144 or visit
the website at www.state.fl.us/tobacco. For information on how to quit smoking, call the Department of Health s
Florida Quit-For-Life-Line at 877-U-CAN-NOW (877-822-6669).
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NORTH CENTRAL NEWS
WORDS
RY
ROSE
by Rosetta Cohen
Forshee
February has been named
Black History Month,
much attention has been
focused on the many con
tributions Blacks has made
in our society. But in order

“AFRICAN-AMERI
CANS HOPE IN THE
PAST,
PRESENT AND
FUTURE”
Since the month of

SOCIETY
IN
OCALA
by Florence Wms. Ray

to appreciate where we are
today, we must clearly
understand from whence
we came.
We have come from
horse-driven wagons to
luxury, computerized auto
mobiles. We have been
taken from old tom overalls
to Tommy Hilfiger and
FUBU designer clothing.
We no longer live in old
wooden shacks, now we
have nice modem homes.
And we have been blessed
to be removed from fields
of cotton to the green pas

tures of equal opportuni
ties.
When I look at the
plight of Blacks in the U.S.
during centuries past, I find
that they could not always
speak out against their
oppressors. But regardless
how rough and tough situa
tions were, regardless how
bad work conditions be
came, they always had that
special “something within”
to keep them striving
onward.
That special something
has kept the hope alive and

has paved the way for us
today. Without this hope,
Harriet Tubman could not
have become the “Black
Moses” she was for the
other slaves. Frederick
Douglass and Sojourner
Truth would not have been
able to speak out against
the oppression of slavery.
Without this hope, wri
ter, James Weldon Johnson
would not have written a
great poem entitled “The
Creation”: Booker T. Wa
shington would not have
made a difference in the

educational arena and
George Washington Carver,
a great scientist, would not
have found over 300 uses
for the peanut and potato.
Today, there are many
Blacks who have made
major contributions to our
world. It would be impossi
ble to name all of them.
However, I can not end this
list without including Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.,
who not only had hope but
also a special dream for his
people; a dream in which
all people would not be

judged by the color of their
skin, but by the content of
their character. He lost his
life still holding on to that
dream.
Presently, there still is
much to be done for our
Black race. YOU too can
have that special hope and
make a difference! Fill
your home with love; give
your children quality time
by talking and encouraging
them and above all,
remember that the future of
the world lies in the hands

worked diligently to have
the church placed on the
National Register for His
toric Places.
Mrs. Bryant was a great
humanitarian whose life’s
work lifted the spirit of the
black community to a
height never seen before.
Her good deeds did not go
unnoticed. On July 4,1984,
she was the recipient of the
Jaycees prestigious Out
standing Citizenship Award
For her many contributions
to education, civic and
humanitarian efforts, the
Lillian F. Bryant Recre
ation Center on N.W. 17th
Pl, was named in her honor.
***

to a young lady between
ages 16-22 and will receive
a $1000 scholarship to
CFCC. ,
This event is sponsored
by the Ocala Women’s
Network and they need
your help in nominating
women who have impacted
the community through
professional, volunteer or
civic services. In submit
ting nominees, it is sug
gested that you interview
the person about her contri
bution and include her
resume with application.
Ann Spang is interim
president of the organiza
tion and is also vice presi
dent of corporate relations
for the Ocala/Marion
County Economic Devel
opment Council. The win
ners will be announced at a
luncheon on April 26, 2002
at the Webber Center on the
Ocala campus of Central
Florida Community Coll
ege. '

celebrating Black History
Month each Sunday morn
ing at their 11 a.m.worship
hour. The theme is “Re
membering Our Heritage
With Vision For The
Future”.
The events will begin
on Sunday, February 3,
with “Remembering Our
Heritage Through the
Arts”. The schedule is as
follows: Sunday, Feb. 10
“Remembering The Black
Family Structure”; Sat.,
Feb. 16, “Education Work
shop”; Sunday, Feb. 17,
“Education and the Mis
education of Our Black
Heritage”; Sunday, Feb. 24,
“Our Black Heritage”;
Past Present and Future.”
The culminating event will
be Sunday, Feb. 24th at 3
p.m. with Mrs. Vivian Filer
as guest speaker.
There will be a display
of African Art and an Ole
Fashion Dinner. The public
is invited and encouraged
to wear African attire each
Sunday, along with the

congregation. The choirs
will be singing a medley of
old spirituals each Sunday.
Come join in the celebra
tion!
***

Entertainment will be
available throughout the
day. The event is coordinat
ed by the Ocala Recreation
and Parks Department. For
more information, call 4013916.
***

Bryant was principal of
REMEMBERING
both schools. She retired
THE REV.
from Madison Street in
LILLIAN F. BRYANT
With a bachelor’s de 1961. It was in 1961 that
gree from Bethune Cook- she headed the West Side
man and a master’s degree cleanup campaign. She
from Florida A&M Univer challenged the Parent/
sity, Mrs. Lillian Flynn Teachers Association with
Bryant came to Ocala in a clean-up-paint-up-fix-up
1946 to become the princi program to improve the
WOMEN OF
pal of Howard Elementary health, appearance, and
DISTINCTION
School. Here, she chal cleanliness of West Ocala
DEADLINE NEARS
lenged the students and Tri-County Program was a
The deadline to submit
teachers to be the very best huge success and was
nominations for the “Wo
they could be. After orga called Project 61.
Mrs. Bryant was very men of Distinction” awards
nizing and bringing about
is February 15, 2002. The
meaningful plans for im active in the Civil Rights
winners will be selected
proving education for Movement and taught non
from the following cate
blacks in Marion County, violence to our black youth
gories: Community In
she was recognized as a as they joined in the move-,
volvement, Unselfish Ser
great educator and named ment She was dedicated
vice, Professional Leader
principal of Madison Street member of Mt Zion AME
ship and the Francis ThigElementary (now the Thel Church and was ordained
as an elder in 1980. As the pin Woman of Promise
ma Parker Center).
Award. This award is given
For two years Mrs. associate pastor, she had

LIGHT
OF THE
WORLD
by Janice M. Atwater
“THOU ART THE
MAN”
“And the Lord sent
Nathan unto David. And he
came unto him, and said
unto him, ‘There were two
men in one city; the one
rich, and the other poor.
The rich man had exceed
ing many flocks and herds:
But the poor man had noth
ing, save one little awe
lamb, which he had bought
and nourished up: and it
grew up together with him,
and with his children; it did
eat of his own meat, and
drank of his own cup, and
lay in his bosom, and was
unto him as a daughter.
And there came a trav-

eller unto the rich man, and
he spared to take of his own
flock and of his own herd,
to dress for the wayfaring
man that was come unto
him; but took the poor
man’s lamb, and dressed it
for the man that was come
to him.’ And David’s anger
was greatly kindled against
the man; and he said to
Nathan, ‘As the Lord
liveth, the man that hath
done this thing shall surely
die: And he shall restore
the lamb fourfold, because
he did this thing, and
because he had no pity.’
And Nathan said to
David, ‘Thou art the man.
Thus saith the Lord God of

Israel,’ I anointed thee king
over Israel, and I delivered
thee out of the hand of
Saul; And I gave thee thy
master’s house, and thy
master’s wives into thy
bosom, and gave thee the
house of Israel and of
Judah; and if that had been
too little, I would moreover
have given unto thee such
an such things. Wherefore
hast thou despised the com
mandment of the Lord, to
do evil in His sight? Thou
hast killed Uriah the Hittite
with the sword, and hast
taken his wife to be thy
wife, and hast slain him
with the sword of the chil
dren of Ammon. Now,
therefore, the sword shall
never depart from thine
house; because thou hast
despised me, and hast taken
the wife of Uriah the Hittite
with the sword, and hast
taken his wife to be thy
wife,” and hast slain him
with the sword of the chil
dren of Ammon. Thus saith
the Lord. “Behold, I will

GREATER HOPEWELL
CELEBRATES BLACK
HISTORY MONTH
Greater Hopewell Mis
sionary Baptist Church is

raise up evil against thee
out of thine own house, and
I will take thy wives before
thine eyes, and give them
unto thy neighbor, and he
shall lie with thy wives in
the sight of this sun. For
thou didst it secretly; but I
will do this thing before all
Israel, and before the sun.
And David said unto
Nathan, ‘I have sinned
against the Lord’. And
Nathan said unto David,
‘The Lord also hath put
away thy sin; thou shalt not
die. Howbeit, because by
this deed thou hast given
great occasion to the ene
mies of the Lord to blas
pheme, the child also that is
born unto thee shall surely
die.”’ -11 Samuel 12:1-14.
We, too, should take
responsibility for our
actions and ask God
Almighty to forgive us for
our sins. God is faithful and
just to forgive.

sor a special AfricanAmerican History Program
on Sunday, February 10,
2001, 6:45 p.m. at Mt.
Moriah Missionary Baptist
Church, Ocala, Reverend

Dr.
L.S.
Edwards,
President
The public is cordially
invited to come and hear a
dynamic youth speaker,
African-American poetry,

dance and music.
Brandon
Boyd
is
Council President and L. C.
Stevenson
is
Branch
President.

NEWS DEADLINE IS 4PM MONDAY
I

WAR MEMORIAL
YOUTH BASEBALL
War Memorial Youth
Baseball League will have
registrations on Feb. 2, 9,
16 and 23, 2002 at the
Edward Croskey Recre
ation Center in Ocala.
Beginning at 1 p.m. til 6
p.m. each date. The cost is
$50 and is required at the
time of registration along
with a birth certificate. Fof
more'information, call 2164715.
FEBRUARY
HAPPENINGS AT
NEW ZION
February is Stewardship
Emphasis Month at New
Zion Missionary Baptist
Church in Ocala. The
church schedule is as fol

SHACK
On January 31,
Phi Beta Sigma
?
Fraternity, was found
ed at Howard
University in 1914.

lows: Feb. 9th, Youth Joy
& Praise Service at 6 p.m.;
Feb. llth, Founder’s Day
Musical at 7 p.m.; Feb.
12th,
Founder’s
Day
Program (Women Con
gress); Feb. 17th, Black
History Program; Feb. 1822, Cottage Prayer at noon;
Feb. 20-22, Stewardship
Revival at 7 p.m. nightly;
Feb. 24th, Worship at Mt
Carmel Baptist Church,
Hernando, FL at 3 p.m.
New Zion is located at
728 N. W. Sixth Avenue.
The Rev. Cecil Wilson is
Pastor.
***
BIRTHDAY
GREETINGS
Happy birthday greet
ings go out to Betty
Kingcade, Feb. 5th; Earl
English, Feb. 6th; Marion
Wingo, Feb. 9th; Jarrod
Woodberry, Feb. 10th.
*** HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Happy anniversary wi
shes go out to Dorothy and
Abraham Shelton, Feb.

shoe lasting machine invented by
Jan Ernst Matzeliger, a black man,

Norbert Rillieux, a black man
invented a process that
revolutionized sugar production.

dry scouring - a dry cleaning breakthrough
invented by Thomas L. Jennings, a black man,

NAACP Youth Council Sponsor—
African-American History Program
OCALA - The Youth
Council of the Marion
County Branch of the
National Association for
the
Advancement
of
Colored People will spon-

PARADE OF
SENIOR SERVICES
SET
The 19th annual Ocal
a/Marion County Parade of
Senior Services will be
held from 10 a.m. til 5
p.m., Feb. 8, 2002 at the
Paddock Mall in Ocala.
The event will feature
more than 60 governmen
tal, nonprofit and public
service agencies. Informa
tional pieces will be distrib
uted to answer questions
regarding the wide array of
services available in the
community for senior citi
zens.
You will be able to reg
ister to vote, have your
blood pressure checked,
find out about local- med
ical facilities, or get an
overview of area recre
ational opportunities.

of the children of today.

Be proud of our Black
heritage, as we celebrate
the accomplishments of our
ancestors and peers of
today. They all were
empowered by that special
hope that has helped to
make a difference; may
their examples inspire
future generations to excel
lence, love and unity.

